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Week Ending Friday, March 12, 1976 





Springfield, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at the Unveiling of the 
Cornerstone for the Lincoln Home National 
Visitors’ Center. March 5, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, my good friend, Paul Findley. 
May I acknowledge my former colleagues in the House 
of Representatives, Congressman Michel, Congressman 
Railsback, Congressman Madigan and, of course, one of 
my outstanding members of the Cabinet, Secretary Butz, 
Bishop McNicholas, Mr. Banton, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

I was very interested, Paul, in the story you told about 
Mr. Lincoln’s experiences in the great State of Michigan. 
I am sure the heroic efforts of Mr. Lincoln in eliminating 
mosquitoes in Michigan have made Michigan a better 
and better place to live. 

It has been said that more words have been written 
about Abraham Lincoln than about any other American. 
Certainly more speeches have been made about him, 
especially by candidates in election campaigns. And I 
must confess, I have been guilty of this myself on very 
numerous occasions. 

I do remember, however, my first visit to this house 
about a dozen years ago, in the company of my good 
friends, Paul Findley and the late Senator Everett Dirksen. 
Ev was about the best storyteller to come out of central 
Illinois since Lincoln himself. 

I had just been elected, in 1965, the Republican leader 
of the House of Representatives. And Ev Dirksen was 
teaching me something about the trade, since Ev had 
been the Republican leader in the Senate for approxi- 
mately 6 years. Frankly, I can’t remember what I said 
about Abraham Lincoln that day in 1965, in Springfield, 
but I do remember the difficulty that I had in trying to 
put Abraham Lincoln into words. 

Carl Sandburg and others have spent a whole lifetime 
in this effort, and almost everything there has been to 
say about Lincoln has been said many, many times before, 


and probably much better. Nobody has ever been able 
to capture that great spirit fully in a few sentences—even 
Lincoln’s own eloquent sentences cannot explain Lincoln’s 
universal appeal to human hearts. 

There is a story, however, about a young family visiting 
the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. According 
to the story, the mother leans over to her little girl, who 
was about 4 or 5 years old, and points up to the marble 
statue of Lincoln in the Memorial. The mother asks, 
“Now you know who that is, don’t you?” Quick as a 
flash, the child responds, “Oh, yes, he’s my friend.” 

Whether that story is true or not, it explains a lot. 
Every American feels that he or she knows about Abraham 
Lincoln in a very personal way, as surely as Springfield 
neighbors did when Abraham Lincoln bid them a last 
farewell before taking the train to the Nation’s Capitol. 

All along the way, people called out, called to him as 
Abe, sometimes Old Abe, though he was only 52. It was 
a term of affection just as Ike was for President. Eisen- 
hower or Ev for Senator Dirksen. The wonder is that this 
communion between Lincoln and the people, so evident 
in his own life, continues to this very, very day. 

His amazing ability to communicate some of his own 
calm courage, his own calm compassion to his fellow coun- 
trymen across more than a century sets Abraham Lincoln 
apart from all the great Americans whose names we honor. 
Others are legends; Lincoln is real. He is especially real 
here in Springfield, the hometown that shaped his polit- 
ical career, the capital city where his “house divided” 
speech struck the conscience of our entire Nation. 

If we were visiting in Mount Vernon, and the ghost 
of George Washington suddenly appeared, I am sure that 
every one of us would all stand at attention until George 
Washington spoke first. But here, I almost expect Mr. 
Lincoln himself to open thai door behind us and invite us 
in to sit a spell. 

You may have heard something about the Lincoln ghost 
that is supposed to haunt the White House. Frankly, I’m 
not much of a believer in ghosts, and I’ve never seen any, 
including the Lincoln ghost, but I can tell you that the 
presence of Abraham Lincoln is surely there in the White 
House, perhaps more than that of any other President in 
our long and wonderful history. It is a comforting pres- 
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ence, gently reminding his successors that no matter how 
worrisome, none of their problems can be worse than those 
that he faced, none of their critics more cruel, none of their 
decisions more difficult. 

I know you will appreciate how much encouragement 
I find myself today in Lincoln’s philosophical reply to 
political attacks on his leadership. Lincoln told a visitor 
at the White House, and I quote, “If I were to try to 
read, much less answer, all the attacks made on me, this 
shop might as well be closed for any other business. I do 
the very best I know how, the very best I can, and I mean 
to keep doing so until the end. If the end brings me out 
all right, what is said against me won’t amount to 
anything.” 

Those were Lincoln’s wonderful words. Abraham Lin- 
coln kept on doing the very best he knew how. He stuck to 
a steady course, and he saved the Union. What sustained 
him? I’ll tell you—his faith in the ultimate justice of the 
American people. 


“Is there any better or equal hope in the world?” Lin- 
coln asked. I still believe there is no better hope. The 
strength and the wisdom of the American people have 
become the hope of free men everywhere. The great legacy 
of Abraham Lincoln is that the Government of the people, 
by the people, for the people, did not perish, but endures 
here in these United States of America. Ours is a more 
perfect Union than the Founding Fathers created because 
of this one man. It is to Abraham Lincoln that we owe 
the opportunity to observe our National Bicentennial at 
peace among ourselves and with all nations. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. following his tour of the 
Lincoln Home. 


Springfield, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Farm Forum. March 5, 1976 


Tue Presiwwent. Paul, Secretary Butz, my former col- 
leagues in the House of Representatives, Congressman 
Michel, Congressman Railsback, Congressman Madigan, 
former Governor Ogilvie, members of Illinois farm orga- 
nizations, ladies and gentlemen: 


I am extremely pleased to be here in Illinois, the land 
of Lincoln, to meet with all of you, to respond to your 
questions. And I commend you and congratulate you as 
leaders of the various agricultural organizations in this 
great State. 


Let’s talk teday about where this great corn heartland 
of America is headed. We have made some very solid 
gains in agriculture in the last 2 years, as Paul Findley 
pointed out. The last 3 years have been the 3 highest net 





farm income years in history. That is the way it should 
be, and that is the way it is going to be. It took hard work 
on your part; it took the right kind of farm policies. I 
want to keep that good climate going, and I know that 
you do as well. You and all of the farmers must have a fair 
return for your hard work, 365 days a year, and as far as 
I am concerned, you always will. 

But let me take a minute to analyze or examine another 
area. I refer to farm surpluses and the restrictive farm 
programs that went with them. We no longer today have 
heavy farm surpluses hanging over the market. I want to 
keep it that way, and I think you do, too. We must sell 
grain, not pile it up in storage. That is the program of this 
Administration. 

We don’t have an Administration in Washington 
dumping surpluses to force down the farm price and force 
you to sign up to some government-controlled farm pro- 
grams, and we don’t want one of that kind. The Nation’s 
grain reserves are now in your own hands. Today, you 
who raise the grain can decide the best time to sell, and 
you are. 

I think you ought to know what I am for and what I 
am against in some other matters. I am firmly opposed to 
the government holding your reserves in a government bin 
or in a government warehouse. I am firmly against the 
policies that would have farmers producing again for a 
government storage bin and a government check. 

I am firmly opposed to a government board selling your 
exports. I want our export trade to stay in private hands. 
I am firmly opposed to any international reserve that 
would put your farm products under the control of an 
international body where this country could be outvoted 
50 to 1 or even by 100 to 1. 

I am firmly opposed to subsidized imports. I don’t want 
our American farmers competing against the treasuries of 
foreign governments. 

Let’s talk for a minute about agricultural exports in the 
record of this Administration. We exported a record $21,- 
600 million in agricultural products last year. Nearly $2 
billion of that came from Illinois. That just did not hap- 
pen. We worked at it. You know what those exports mean 
to your farms, to your ability to plant and produce, to your 
income, and to your family’s well-being. It is good for 
you, it is good for Illinois, and it is good for the country 
generally. 

But let’s look at another accomplishment. We are sell- 
ing the Soviet Union $2 billion, or more I should add, in 
farm products from the 1975 crop. That is a record, a 
record compiled during this Administration, and it is only 
the beginning of continued exports to the Soviet Union. 

Let me add, farm exports will not be a pawn of inter- 
national politics. We want our agricultural production to 
promote trade and help keep the peace. We want to keep 
your boys on the farms and send your bushels overseas 
and at good terms of trade. I oppose policies which would 
keep your bushels at home and send your boys overseas. 
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Last fall, as you know, we exercised a temporary 
restraint on grain sales to the Soviet Union. Today, I 
would like to review that situation for you. 

At that time, we had already sold the Russians about 
10 million tons of grain. Facilities to transport the grain 
and the Russian capability to handle incoming shipments 
were already committed at capacity for months to come. 
If we had sold the Russians one more bushel of corn or 
wheat at that time, it could not have moved for months. 
We were then in the midst of negotiations with the Soviet 
Government on long-term sales of our wheat and corn. 

Although we welcome the Russians as customers, I 
don’t think they should come into our market only when 
it suits them. I insisted on a long-term grain sales agree- 
ment with the Soviet Union. That is why there was a 
temporary halt in sales while we put the finishing touches 
on that agreement. As soon as we got the agreement that 
we wanted, I ordered the temporary halt lifted. Since 
then, the Russians have come to us for another 3 million 
tons. As we have said before, we remain ready to sell them 
more this year if they want it. 

That is where we stand on farm exports, but better yet, 
because of the agreement we concluded, you are going 
to have a regular customer, a regular market in Russia 
for no less than 6 million tons of corn and wheat each 
year, and maybe much more, from 1976 through 1980. 
That is a good deal for the American farmer and for the 
Nation. 

Let me emphasize, however, this is only a part of our 
policy of strengthening our agricultural export trade. 
Farm exports thus far in the 1970’s will total 21% times 
more than in the same period in the 1960's. 

In addition to the $2 billion in sales to the Soviet Union 
this fiscal year, we expect to sell $6,800 million to West- 
ern European nations; $3,200 million to Japan alone, 
and $1,200 million to Eastern Europe. 

I think we can all be proud of that record. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PoLicy COMMITTEE 


I am proud, too, of our Secretary of Agriculture, my 
very good friend, Earl Butz. I am today asking the Secre- 
tary to assume a new and very vital role in the strength- 
ening of America’s agricultural policymaking within the 
executive branch of our Government. The Secretary will 
be the Chairman of a new Cabinet level Agricultural 
Policy Committee that I have created.’ This committee 
will consolidate all agricultural policymaking functions of 
the existing executive branch committees. It will have the 
central and vital role in the development and the direc- 
tion of our Nation’s food policies. 

This new committee and its leadership reasserts the 
importance that I attach to Secretary Butz as my chief 
agricultural policy adviser and spokesman. I am positive, 
I am absolutely confident that this bolstering of agricul- 
tural policy within the executive branch will benefit the 
farmers of Illinois and the entire United States. 





‘For the President’s memorandum to members of the Committee, 
see page 376 of this issue. 


I congratulate you, Earl, on your new responsibilities. 
Just as we are more effectively utilizing the energy of Earl 
Butz, and he has lots of it, we look to the availability of 
energy in general as the key to modern farming. 

In American agriculture, machines greatly multiply the 
efforts of men. You need plentiful supplies of petroleum 
and natural gas. U.S. production of natural gas peaked 
in 1973 and has been declining over since. This has very 
serious implications from the point of view of agriculture. 
As farmers, you know it better than I. You need natural 
gas for drying your crops. You need it as the primary 
source for nitrogen fertilizers that put dollars in your 
pockets and food on everyone’s table. 

Yet, today, that crucial supply of natural gas in the 
United States is being choked off by outmoded price regu- 
lations and restrictions on the interstate shipment of nat- 
ural gas. And the whole problem, let’s be very frank, is 
bad legislation. As President, I am determined to rectify 
that situation. But I need the help of the Congress to 
change this bad legislation, these restrictive laws. And I 
ask your support, as farmers and as members of farm 
organizations, to help me to remove this obstacle to in- 
creased American productivity. 

Quite frankly, I am as proud as you, and I know how 
proud you are, that there is now more confidence in rural 
areas, that more young people are coming into agricul- 
ture, that the enrollments in our agricultural colleges are 
running at an all-time high. 

All citizens are concerned about estate taxes but this 
is a particular problem for farmers whose savings are tied 
up in farmland. The value of an average farm throughout 
the country today is now about $200,000. To prevent the 
forced sale of family farms to meet inheritance taxes, I 
previously proposed a plan to defer estate tax payments 
at greatly reduced interest rates over a 25-year period. If 
adopted, this plan would have provided substantial 
relief. 

But an additional problem must be solved. While the 
value of the dollar has eroded, our system of estate tax 
law has changed very, very little since 1930 or 1934. To 
ease the burden of estate taxes on many Americans with 
modest estates, I am now proposing an increase of the 
present $60,000 estate tax exemption to $150,000. 

The Treasury Department will present the full details 
of this proposal to the Congress later this month. Along 
with my tax deferral proposal, this exemption increase 
should help owners of family farms and small businesses 
to hand them down from generation to generation with- 
out the forced liquidation which today happens all too 
frequently. 

I want to maintain the continuity of our family farms. 
Too much love and too much labor go into the develop- 
ment of a paying farm to dismantle it with every new 
generation. 

Let us never forget that American farmers must profit 
if America is to profit. There must also be enough income 
for each of you to replace machinery, to conserve and en- 
rich the soil, to adopt new techniques, and to buy essen- 
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tial supplies. That is what keeps the American economy 
going. 

Some nations with other economic and political phi- 
losophies have virtually the same tractors, the same com- 
bines that each of you use, but those nations do not have 
the greatest piece of farm machinery ever built, the free 
enterprise system. 

We have turned things around in rural America and 
we must keep it that way. We have more to do and I 
want to work with you to get it done. I fought hard, as 
my friends in the Congress know, to cut government 
spending, to curb inflation, and to maintain a sound 
economy. This fight can only succeed if our farming econ- 
omy also succeeds. 

America’s heritage was created by our farmers. The 
time has come for all Americans to join you, the farmers, 
in recultivating America’s old and cherished values, in- 
cluding our rededication to the highest moral and spiritual 
values. You, the farmers of America, took the challenge 
some 200 years ago. In the words of Ralph Waldo Emer- 
son, describing the heroic stand at Concord Bridge in 
1775 said, “The embattled farmers stood, and fired the 
shot heard round the world.” 

Today, the farmer is still embattled. Today’s telling 
shots are not from guns but from grain. Not from pistols 
but from productivity. The Minuteman of 1976 is the 
man who drives the tractors in your fields. Two hundred 
years have passed, but you remain central to America’s 
future and to America’s freedom. 

Thank you very much. 

I look forward to the questions and answers. 

Q. Mr. President, I want to compliment you, first, on 
your appointment of Secretary Butz to this committee. I 
think we, as farmers, will be very pleased to think the 
Secretary now might have some of your Administration 
at elbow length, perhaps, instead of arms length. 

I am also very pleased with your comment relative to 
exports, but I hasten to add that I think farmers are still 
very apprehensive about 1976 as they again approach 
all-out production. And we are wondering what concrete 
assurances you can give farmers that they could believe 
the Administration in saying that again you might not im- 
pose some type of export restrictions? 

THe Preswent. Now that we have developed firm 
and certain relationships, not only with Japan and with 
some of the Eastern European countries, the Soviet Union 
and elsewhere, I would say that the likelihood of any 
limitation on exports is virtually nil. 

But I have to be honest and frank with you. I just 
don’t believe in kidding people. I can’t say never, under 
no circumstances. I think any responsible President has 
to have an option, if he has to face a catastrophe of some 
kind. But as I said a moment ago, the likelihood is vir- 
tually nil of any limitation of exports in 1976. 

Q. I’m from the National Farmers Organization. Our 
members would like to welcome you to this greatest of all 


agricultural States. My prime concern is not at this point 
will I be able to leave my family farm to my heirs but will 
I be able to keep it that long. We believe that there are 
unfair tax advantages by corporations and that they move 
into agriculture. I have an opportunity to work with a 
coalition group, and there is in the Judiciary Committee 
a family farm act that would limit corporate holdings in 
agriculture. I wonder if you would support this type of 
legislation. 

THE PrEsweENT. It is not legislation that has been very 
widely advertised. I have heard just the title. I know 
nothing of the details and to make any commitment to a 
piece of legislation only knowing the title, I think, would 
be irresponsible. I like to read the fine print before I say 
yes or no to something and until I have, I cannot, in all 
honesty, give you a categorical answer. I want the fam- 
ily farm to be run by the farmer who owns it and lives 
on it, but to make a sweeping generalization, I don’t 
think is the proper role for me at this time knowing only 
what the title says. 

Q. Thank you, President Ford. 

Q. I would like very much to compliment you on your 
recent, just now announcement of something that will 
alleviate a very serious problem and that is the estate tax 
inheritance problem. My question has to do with im- 
ports. Due to the fact that Indonesia is the second largest 
exporter of palm oil in the world and since in the past 
year they have tripled their exports of palm oil into this 
country completely duty-free, have increased the amount 
they have shipped into our country from 250 million 
pounds to 750 million pounds, which has, we think, large- 
ly contributed to the decline of soybean oil prices from 43 
cents a pound to 16 cents a pound, why, then, Mr. Presi- 
dent, has the U.S. just approved an $11.3 million loan 
through the World Bank to Indonesia to help them in- 
crease still further their production? 

Tue Presment. I, first, think you have to understand 
the United States does not control the World Bank. We 
have an interest in it. We are participants. But that is 
an organization that is separate and distinct from the 
U.S. Government. 

I fully recognize the problem that you have raised. It 
is a serious one. It is a matter that is being carefully con- 
sidered at the very highest level in the executive branch 
of the Federal Government, and I can assure you that 
this review and this analysis will be completed in a rela- 
tively short period of time and we will make a specific 
recommendation. 

But this is the responsibility of the new committee that 
I have just announced, but the review has been going on 
for a month at least, to my knowledge, and I can assure 
you that it will get the top consideration by Secretary 
Butz and his associates. 

Q. Mr. President, I was very pleased when you said 
you would not use food as a pawn, but I am very con- 
cerned about the fact that how are you, as the chief ad- 
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ministrator of our country, going to be able to resist the 
pressures that I feel will build up over the years to use 
food to help develop foreign policy? 

Tue PresmeENT. Well, I admit there are a number of 
people in political life—and some of them are candidates 
for the Presidency—who have indicated that they would 
use food to try to change a social system in another coun- 
try and in the process would stop exporting and in the 

would have you store your grain rather than sell 
it and would create, as a result, a great overhang of food 
in this country which would depress your prices and add 
to the taxpayers’ burden. I categorically disagree with 
the person or persons who advocate that policy. I think it 
is wrong and this President will never, as I said in my 
speech to the Farm Bureau in St. Louis, use our exports 
to implement or to be a pawn for international politics. 

Q. Mr. President, we have heard your fine comments 
about agriculture. My question is, does the President feel 
that due to the high cost of operation on the farm, can 
the President and his staff keep farming prosperous in the 
future? 

Tue Presivent. I am absolutely convinced of that. 
The best way to keep the farmer prosperous is to have 
a prosperous America generally. We have gone through, 
in the last 12 to 18 months, a very serious economic re- 
cession in the United States. Eighteen months ago we had 
inflation of 12 percent or more. We were faced with 
energy problems that were almost insurmountable with 
the embargo, We had growing unemployment. We had 
decreasing employment. But because we had a steady re- 
sponsible overall economic plan for recovery, we are now 
coming out of this recession in a very effective way. 

We got some good news again this morning. We have 
been getting it for about four or five Fridays in a row. 
The information this morning showed that again we 
had an increase in employment, a decrease in unemploy- 
ment. This follows 2 or 3 months of improving economic 
conditions. I am convinced that if we continue the good, 
sound policies we have today for the rejuvenation of our 
economy as a whole, that farmers in the future will bene- 
fit just as other segments of our society. I am an optimist 
about America economically and otherwise, and I think 
all of you are as well. 

Q. Mr. President, I represent the Country Grain Ele- 
vator Industry in Illinois through the Grain and Feed 
Association of Illinois. We feel the effects of OSHA and 
the EPA, and we feel there is a veritable flood of paper- 
work coming down on people who are in small business 
in Illinois. Do you feel that there is any possibility of lessen- 
ing this tremendous flow of paper from Washington so we 
might do a better job for these farmers here? 

Tue Preswent. About a year ago I asked how many 
forms Americans had to fill out that come from the Fed- 
eral Government, and I was told there were 5,200 and 
something. I could not believe it. I verified it. I said it had 
to change, and we have a requirement that they must be 


cut by at least 10 percent from the time that I found out 
about it about a year ago. 

Let me add something as to how we are doing it. We 
are going to have, or we have right now, as a matter of 
fact, task forces that go into every department. And they 
make every department pull out all the forms that have 
to be filled out, and they ask the people from those depart- 
ments why, in.each case. And if they can’t justify them, 
there won’t be another one of those forms printed and 
sent to you and to others. 

It is a terrible problem. It wastes money. It wastes your 
time, and it accomplishes virtually nothing. So, we are in 
the process of trying to do precisely what you are talking 
about. 

Let me say a word about OSHA. It got off the ground 
about 4 or 5 years ago, when Congress passed the legis- 
lation. The legislation is very rigid, and all of us in the 
executive branch are only carrying out what Congress 
passed. Now, unfortunately, to compound the problem, 
the first group of inspectors that went out to carry out the 
responsibility under law felt that they had some police 
powers, which they don’t have, and they got off on the 
wrong foot. And we are now in the process of making 
certain that those people who were carrying out the law 
come to your elevator or to anybody’s factory with the 
point of view that they want to help and not come in try- 
ing to beat somebody down. 

We are going to make darn sure that they have the 
right attitude and not the wrong attitude. In the mean- 
time, I think the Congress ought to take a look at some 
parts of that law because we are simply carrying out what 
Congress passed. 

Q. Mr. President, I am from southwestern Illinois, the 
great territory of Representative Findley, our good Con- 
gressman. 

Tue Preswent. He is a darn good one, but you have 
some other good ones down here, too. [Laughter] 

Q. I realize that, but he happens to be from our dis- 
trict. [Laughter] 

THE Present. You look after him. 

Q. We will keep him on his toes. Thank you, sir. 

I am also pleased to hear that you have appointed Sec- 
retary Butz on this most important and vital committee. 
And when somebody mentioned here before that he 
should be at elbow’s length, I think the vast majority in 
this audience would agree to that fact because almost all 
farmers, I am certain, have a lot of trust in Secretary Butz. 

Tue Presiwent. Sodo I. 

Q. I have a two-part question, Mr. President. What is 
your position on replacement of Lock and Dam 26 at 
Alton, Illinois? [Laughter] If that lock and dam is not 
replaced. 

Tue Presivent. Isn’t that enough? [Laughter] 

Q. If that lock and dam is not replaced, how will Tlli- 
nois farmers get their 4,400,000 bushels of grain to the 
gulf ports for export that went through Lock and Dam 26 
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in the year 1974 and 1975? And how would vital mate- 
rials like coal and crude be transported up the river if 
Lock and Dam 26 becomes inoperative? Mr. President, I 
am sure there is going to be legislation come before your 
desk in the not too near future because we are working 
strong for that, and we would like to know your position. 

Tue Preswent. The problem of Lock and Dam 26 is 
one that I have looked into because I was down in St. 
Louis with the Farm Bureau a month or two ago, and as 
I understand the facts that particular lock and dam is way 
over age and is incapable of meeting the current traffic. 

On the other hand, there are individuals or organiza- 
tions that allege that if a new dam is built, it will have 
serious environmental impact. There is a struggle going on 
within the departments. The Corps of Engineers are in 
the process of, as I understand it, updating the necessary 
impact statements. As I understand it, the larger dam, 
according to the Corps of Engineers, is already authorized. 
It does not have to come in special legislation. Am I cor- 
rect on that? That is my understanding. So it is really 
a decision that has to be made in the first place, by the 
Corps of Engineers. They have to recommend whatever 
should be done, and that recommendation will come to 
me. They have not finalized their answer, and for me to 
tell them today what they ought to do when they have a 
responsibility under the law to take a look at the con- 
tending forces I think would be wrong, in my position. 
I am pretty well informed on it, but I am going to let 
the Corps of Engineers make their recommendations and 
then I will make the decision after that. 

Q. Mr. President, I am representing Illinois pork pro- 
ducers. We want to join in welcoming you to central 
Illinois and the Land of Lincoln. The area I want you to 
touch on, Mr. President, is the area of our Nation’s animal 
agriculture. We feel that if we are going to compete and 
efficiently supply high quality protein to this country and 
the world, there is a need for more animal research funds 
within the Department of Agriculture and also the experi- 
ment station. 

Our question is in two parts, also. One, have you re- 
viewed and studied your reasons for vetoing the animal 
research bill of 1975, sponsored by Congressman Melcher? 

Tue Preswent. If my memory is correct, I increased 
the research funds for the Department of Agriculture 
in fiscal year 1977. I have just been verified by the Sec- 
retary. My memory was that we had. As a matter of fact, 
I increased research and development funds for the Gov- 
ernment as a whole by better than 10 percent in the 
budget that I submitted to the Congress for 1977. 

Now, as I understand, as I recollect the veto of that 
bill, it would have established another categorical grant 
program in the Department of Agriculture when they 
already had the authority to do what that bill proposed 
that they do. Is that correct? That is my recollection. 
That took place about a year ago, as I recall. And 
because we did not need the authority, I saw no reason 


to put another law on the statute books. The authority 
is there. We added to the money for the reasons that 
you have indicated, and I am sure that the Department 
of Agriculture, under the Secretary, will spend it wisely. I 
don’t think we needed any additional authority for that 
purpose. 

Q. We certainly support the concept of a tight con- 
trol on government expenditures, along with many other 
people sharing this concern. But we do solicit your support 
in adequate funding in the years ahead for animal agri- 
culture in particular. 

Tue Preswent. Well, as I said, we increased the 
money for next year in research. I strongly agree with 
you, not only in agriculture but elsewhere, that the future 
of this country depends, yes, on the work you and I do on 
a day-to-day basis, but more importantly on the results 
of research by scientists who are working today on those 
problems. 

Q. Mr. President, I think you will like my first name. 
It is Gerald. [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you saying the question won’t 
be as friendly? [Laughter] 

Q. I feel I have to put in a plug for a fine young 
Congressman, I think one of the glowing lights in Repub- 
licanism. That is Ed Madigan. I come from his district. 

THE Present. I agree. Stand up, Ed. 

Q. Down to the serious business. As I look over my 
1975 record—and I am just a farmer and I am dam 
proud to be one—I see something happened to us, and I 
would like to maybe get your ideas on what it was. Was 
it the embargo? Was it the boycott? Was it the Russian 
grain deal? And do you think that the Russian grain deal 
will prove profitable to American farmers in the years 
to come? 

THE PresivenT. Let me answer the last question first. 
I am absolutely certain that the guarantee of a minimum — 
of 6 million tons a year sale to the Soviet Union with the 
possibility of increased sales over that figure will be ben- 
eficial to the American farmer. There is no question in 
my mind, because if you look at the sales record for the 
last 5 or 6 years, some years it was way down here, the 
next year it was up here, then it was down here, then it 
was up. There was no certain market. They could come 
and go as they pleased and now you have not only the 6 
million tons, but you have a greater potential. You have a 
guarantee of that much, and when you look at what we 
are going to be selling, as we have in the past, to Poland, 
to Japan, to other Eastern European countries, and West- 
ern European countries, I am an optimist as far as the 
American farmer is concerned. 

And I recognize that there were some declines in the 
prices of grain from 6 or 8 months ago, but I also am an 
optimist because I look at future prices. Soybeans for next 
year’s crop are 19 cents higher than the ones for the cur- 
rent crop. Corn is 2 cents higher. Wheat is about 12 cents 
higher. I should think that would convince farmers that 
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1976 is going to be a darn good year. And I am convinced 
the years after that will be equally optimistic. 

Q. I am a farmer in western Illinois. I am also asso- 
ciated with a number of farmer cooperatives. Along with 
many other farmers and farm leaders, I am becoming in- 
creasingly concerned with the rather frequent flow of 
statements and innuendoes from the Administration and 
departments of the executive branch—primarily the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission and Department of Justice and 
others—that farmer marketing cooperatives are either 
monopolistic or otherwise somehow responsible for the 
high food prices. 

The facts are that marketing cooperatives have been an 
essential tool for the orderly marketing of our farm pro- 
duction to the benefit of their farmer owners and at the 
same time these cooperatives, these marketing coopera- 
tives, along with many others, have been a competitive 
influence to the great benefit of consumers. 

My question, Mr. President, is this. If reelected, do you 
feel that you can give strong support to farmer 
cooperatives? 

Tue Preswent. I think my record in the Congress 
and my personal record as President indicates a strong 
support for farmer cooperatives. The Federal Trade Com- 
mission is going to have a new Chairman. At least I have 
submitted his name to the United States Senate for con- 
sideration. He comes from Illinois. He is the son of a for- 
mer good Republican Congressman from here. His name 
is Cal Collier. I think you will find in Cal Collier, as the 
Chairman of that Commission, a very proper understand- 
ing of the role of marketing cooperatives. I can’t prejudge 
in every detail, but if he is as good as his old man, he will 
make a darn good Chairman of the Federal Trade 
Commission. 

Q. Mr. President, I am from northern Illinois. I would 
like to commend you on your estate tax plan by increas- 
ing the deduction to $150,000. What can we, as farmers, 
do to assist you in making your plan become a law real 
soon, and I mean real soon. [Laughter] Not that I am 
planning on leaving here. [Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. The place such legislation starts is in 
the House Committee on Ways and Means, the taxation 
committee. That committee is under the chairmanship of 
a Congressman from Oregon, but there are several from 
the State of Illinois on that committee—Danny Rosten- 
kowski of Chicago, Phil Crane, and Ab Mikva of the area 
around Chicago. 

If I were you or if I could get your organizations I 
would just go pound on their office door. Because if you 
don’t get it out of the committee, as all of these good Con- 
gressmen know, you are not going to get it on the floor for 
consideration, and if you don’t get it started in the House, 
you can’t get it started in the Senate. So the place to start 
is right with the three or four Congressmen from the State 
of Illinois who are on this committee and just get your 
organization, get yourself. It is a good plan. I think there 


is a lot of sympathy for it in that committee and in the 
Congress, but that is where you start. And I think it will 
have an impact, and I think you are the kind of a guy that 
will start it. [Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, I am from Mr. Railsback’s Con- 
gressional district. I am a livestock producer and I would 
like to speak today as a member of the Illinois Livestock 
Association. We wholeheartedly applaud and support 
both the specific content and the entire tone of your ad- 
dress today. We are very thankful for your approach. 

I would like to call your attention to and ask your sup- 
port for Section 206(b) of House Bill 8410 currently in 
the House Agricultural Committee dealing with payment 
assurances for livestock. Essentially, this section, by pro- 
viding what might be called a prior lien to the extent 
of the value of livestock sold to the farmer feeder, would 
provide a good deal of protection in case of packer in- 
solvency, and all this without adding one man to the Fed- 
eral bureaucracy. 

Tue PresivenT. I have talked to the Secretary of Agri- 
culture about that. This matter was called to my attention 
out in Iowa about a year ago, as I recall. I came back and 
talked to the Secretary. I promised the people in Iowa 
that we would take another look at the Administration’s 
viewpoint, and we have decided that we will support 
that—I can’t say that is the precise provision, but it 
sounds like the provision—that would give the seller a 
protection against the insolvency of a meat packing 
organization. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a farmer here in Morgan 
County and also on the County Board. And I would like 
to express our appreciation to be able to have our Presi- 
dent in our midst here and to speak to you personally. 1 
consider this quite an honor. 

Being a farmer all my lifetime, I have noticed—and I 
am sure many others have, too—that when the cattle 
market or hog market is good, the grain boys suffer and 
when the grain market is good, the cattle and hog boys 
suffer. We live off each other. 

Tue Preswent. Where does that leave me? [Laughter] 

Q. We feel like we both deserve a profit. 

Tue Present. Excuse me. Go ahead. 

Q. That is it. [Laughter] We feel like we both deserve 
a profit. When one makes money, the other loses. We are 
living off each other. 

THE PresipeNnT. What we want—and I don’t say this 
with any feeling that I am just saying words and it can’t 
be done—I am not as pessimistic as you are that we have 
to go through this yo-yo operation that you described. It 
seems to me that we can have a prosperous agriculture 
pretty much across the board. Now that does not mean 
there won’t be some erratic movements from time to time 
between the two groups that you described. But I think 
over a 5 year period we will have—and we arte certainly 
going to try to have—both elements prosperous in 
America. 
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Q. President Ford, I am from Coles County, a farmer 
and livestock man. I would like to say thank you for Sec- 
retary Butz. I am director of the Illinois Corn Growers 
Association, and we think he has certainly spoken out for 
us and we have a much better image as farmers. And he 
tells it as it is, as they say. 

My question would be, what about our grain export 
grain inspection down at New Orleans? What are you 
thinking of doing to correct this situation? We produce 
some mighty fine corn here in Illinois and we run it 
through our cleaners and our combines and screen it and 
then we get it down there in New Orleans and they dump 
trash in it. So what are you thinking about doing down 
there? 

Tue Preswent. First, let me say I never saw anybody 
from Indiana who got people from Illinois and Michigan 
to praise him as much as we have Earl Butz here today. 
[Laughter] He must be a pretty good man. 

Q. He certainly is. 

Tue Present. Under the present law, the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture does not have the specific authority 
to go in there and perform the inspection itself. These 
grain scandals in New Orleans have been indefensible. As 
I recall, there have been 70-some indictments, 50-some 
convictions. Almost every day it seems like there have 
been some convictions. Obviously, something has to be 
done to change a system that has rotted as that one has. 

Now we have a proposal before the Congress. There 
are several other proposals that have come from Members 
of Congress. The Committee on Agriculture is having a 
meeting—next week is it. The bill, according to Paul and 
the Secretary, is being marked up today. There are any 
one of several options. We think the one that the Secre- 
tary proposed is the best, but, obviously, we cannot toler- 
ate the condition that exists down there at the present 
time. And if the Congress sends me a good bill that will 
change the bad law we now have, I will darn soon sign it. 

Q. Mr. President, I have a small farm in Menard 
County, and I am interested in keeping it in my family. 
Is there consideration given to actual income worth of 
property rather than our spiraling inflation values for 
this base of inheritance tax. There is certainly a difference. 

THE PRESIDENT. Would you state that again, please? 

Q. Are they considering using the actual income worth 
of the crop off the land rather than spiraling inflationary 
real estate sales for evaluation of property? 

Tue Present. Well I had always assumed that the 
value of the property related to the productivity of a 
particular piece of property as far as the establishment of 
the value for inheritance or estate tax purposes. 

Q. For instance, a piece of property has just sold for 
$3,000 an acre within about 12 miles of Springfield, 80 
acres. There is no way that you can have an income of 
$3,000 an acre from that land. There is no way that a 
woman who has 250 acres valued today by the appraiser 
for her inheritance tax at $520,000, and owning $75,000 


worth of machinery and $40,000 worth of insurance can 
pay $172,000 worth of inheritance tax, plus $20,000 
to an attorney. This is an actual case I am interested in. 

Tue Present. It seems to me that someone like 
yourself or a person representing that viewpoint and that 
practical problem ought to go down and testify before 
the House Committee on Ways and Means and lay it 
out to them. 

Q. I would be delighted to. 


Q. Mr. President, I am a farmer here in Sangamon 
County. Would you expand a little on the reason for the 
appointment of Secretary Butz to the new position. And 
does this mean that there is a possibility of someone other 
than the Secretary of Agriculture assuming this task at 
some future time? 


THE PresmwenT. The Secretary of Agriculture was put 
in charge of this committee because we are in the process 
of reorganizing the internal administration of the West 
Wing in the White House. And I have felt that this par- 
ticular subject was so vital that we ought to take it out 
from underneath the coverage of what we call the Eco- 
nomic Policy Board where it was. And so it has been 
hauled out of the Economic Policy Board and made a 
separate economic policy committee as far as food is con- 
cerned. As far as I am concerned, the Secretary of 
Agriculture, as long as he stays with me and as long as I 
am President, will be chairman of that group. 

Q. Mr. President, I am presently a college student, and 
I am studying business administration. I would like to 
know what the Federal Government is going to do to 
reduce spending because if we, the people of this United 
States, ran our businesses like the Federal Government 
does, we would be broke. 

THE Present. I could not agree with you more. And 
let me illustrate what I am trying to do and I think all 
of these Members of Congress here are trying to do. But 
I can just tell you what I did in the preparation of the 


_budget for the next fiscal year. In putting the Federal 


budget together for the next fiscal year, I found this to be 
the case. If we did not change the law, we would have a 
$50 billion increase in Federal spending in a 12-month 
period. 

It would have gone from roughly $370 billion for the 
current fiscal year to $420-some billion in the next fiscal 
year. That is without a new law or without any change 
in existing law, just because of cost escalations. 

We have had about an 11 percent increase in Federal 
spending each year for the last 10 years. The net result is 
Federal spending has escalated, skyrocketed, so in the 
preparation of the budget for the next fiscal year I said 
we had to cut that increase in Federal spending by about 
half, and so I submitted instead of a $420-some billion 
budget for next year in expenditures a budget of $394.2 
billion. That is still an increase, but it is half of the increase 
that was expected if no laws were changed. 
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I think we are making some headway, some progress. 
I have vetoed 46 bills, most of them spending bills. Thirty- 
nine of them have been sustained, with the help of the 
Congressmen here. We have saved $13 billion by those 
vetoes. We would have $13 billion more spending if I had 
not vetoed that legislation. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a horse farmer in disguise. 

Tue PresweENTt. Somebody just said you looked like a 
cattle marauder. [Laughter] 

Q. I thought about putting my hands up here and 
looking like Napoleon. 

Mr. President, I would like to compliment Paul Find- 
ley on bringing you here, and more than that, I would 
like to compliment you on being so well versed on agri- 
culture’s problems. This comes as a complete surprise to 
most of us. [Laughter] 

Tue Present. Just a little old straight talk. 
[Laughter] 

Q. I think the exciting thing is that you are here. At 
your recent news conference at which you brought in and 
identified Mr. Bush as the head of your new organization, 
I know that you had some reporters who questioned your 
ability in selecting a man who apparently did not have 
that kind of background. I would like to compliment you 
on having enough guts to select an American to do some 
jobs and find out that they can do it, and he will do it, I 
am certain. I have a suggestion, and then I have a 
question. 

My suggestion is, in that same news conference some- 
body asked you about when the price of food was coming 
down, and we got the same old historic answer. “Well, 
you know, agricultural prices are going down so the com- 
modity index is down.”” Why don’t we just tell the people 
that agriculture has to have a living wage and that our big 
culprit is the cost of fuel, which drives up the cost of tires. 
That brings me to my question. 

What is the possibility of gasahol plants throughout the 
Corn Belt to produce alcohol to mix with oil? They tell 
me people—I am not an oil expert—they tell me alcohol 
added at the rate of 10 percent is competitive now with oil 
and it produces such an efficient and nonpolluting type 
fuel that it also improves the corn marketing situation. 
And we dont care at all if we can make it in alcohol. 

Tue Presipent. After you have been so kind about 
how much I know, this is one question I can’t answer. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. President, I am here representing the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, but probably more impor- 
tantly I am a Rock Island County farmer, which happens 
to be Tom Railsback’s area, and I would like to recog- 
nize Tom. 


THE Present. Let me say Tom and Ed and Bob 
Michel, as well as Paul, I think are the cream of the crop 
in the House of Representatives. 


Q. We at the Department receive numerous calls ex- 
pressing concern that the agricultural community is not 
well represented at decisionmaking sessions regarding 
EPA and pollution control board regulations. Would you 
care to address yourself to what seems to us to be a prob- 
lem in this regard? 

Tue Preswent. The EPA was set up with a high de- 
gree of autonomy. I have to agree to that. It was estab- 
lished during a period about 3 to 4 years ago when there 
was this great rush to resolve all the past evils of pollution 
in a period of a couple of years. So, bureaucracy being 
what it is, and with the authority they have had, I think 
they have gone too far in some cases, although I think 
there is a better understanding today. 

Russ Train is getting a better input, a broader input, 
and some of the things that were done several years ago 
are being reviewed, and there have been some modifi- 
cations. I can assure you that with the changed climate— 
and I think there has been—I think you will find that 
some of the future decisions of the EPA will be with a 
broader viewpoint. At least that is what I hope takes 
place, and I think it will take place. 

Q. I could make a short statement. You spoke of the 
task forces. I recently had the opportunity to review the 
list of task forces helping EPA. I failed to find a task force 
in regard to the production of food. 

Tue PresipenT. We will look into that and see why 
not. I can’t understand why not. 

Q. Thank you. 

Tue Presment. Thank you all very, very much. I 
have enjoyed it. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in the Plaza Room at the 
Forum 30 Hotel. 


Springfield, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks to a Group of Illinois Teachers 
of Children With Impaired Hearing. March 5, 1976 


It is really great to see you all. I want to apologize on 
the one hand and thank you on the other. It is my under- 
standing that this great group that helps handicapped 
children try to become active participants in the main- 
stream of our American society had the contract for or 
the right to use this room next door, and then some guy 
from Washington threw them out. [Laughter] You were 
great and kind enough to take this room in place of the 
other, and for that I thank you all very much. 

I was trying to think about something that might be 
appropriate, and I want to tell you the experiences Betty 
and I had a couple or 3 weeks ago. She has always been 
extremely interested in problems of the handicapped. 
She worked at several of the clinics at home, and she 
has continued that work in Washington. 
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She is down in Florida now trying to get my polls up 
to her polls. But the point is, when we were up in New 
Hampshire, we stopped by this wonderful rehabilitation 
center and, of course, there were those who had severe 
injuries to their limbs and there were those who had other 
serious injuries, disabilities, and they had many young 
people who were in the process of getting very initial 
instructions in how to become active participants in the 
mainstream of our society. 

The group that appealed to me the most was the group 
of young tots, boys and girls who were deaf, and several 
could not hear or see. And the young people who were 
25 or thereabouts of age were trying to take these young 
boys and girls and get them to understand and see or 
to hear by a wide variety of techniques that are used. 

I came away with a feeling that we ought to make as 
big an investment as we possibly could in helping those 
young people, not only the group that I mentioned spe- 
cifically, but others. 

So I just thank you for the jobs all of you do, because 
I know that all of you do what we have seen at home 
or Betty has seen in Washington or we saw in New 
Hampshire. You make a great contribution to a better 
life and opportunities for people who have misfortunes 
of one kind or another. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in the Apollo Room at 


the Forum 30 Hotel to the teachers who were attending a convention 
at the hotel. 


Springfield, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Reception. March 5, 1976 


First, I want to thank all of you for coming and the 
help and assistance not only with the fundraising, but also 
with the support that you give otherwise. I’m absolutely 
convinced we have the momentum going. 

We had a rather close race up in New Hampshire, but 
we came from behind and we prevailed. We had a good 
victory in Massachusetts. I didn’t spend any time up there, 
but we had a good organization. And, of course, we en- 
tered in Vermont and our opponent didn’t, so we came 
out of that in good shape. I have been down to Florida 
twice, and the momentum has turned around. And even 
the campaign manager for the opposition, who originally 
said they were going to win by two to one, has conceded 
that it was 55 percent and 45 percent, so we made a 12- 
point gain almost overnight. 

But, then, I think the momentum is even going better 
than that. At the present time, it is neck and neck. But I’m 
certain that with our people, with the momentum we 





have—I’m optimistic about what is going to happen in 
Florida, and as I hear about what Dick Ogilvie and the 
others have done here with the help of you—that Illinois 
can be a good strong State for us in Kansas City. 

The point that we’re trying to make is that we have 
some proven policies. 

I think, domestically, we’ve done extremely well in the 
last month or 6 weeks. We had a very tough time there, as 
all of you recognize, about a year ago, but we didn’t lose 
our cool; we didn’t panic. 

We took our lumps. We got some strong help in the 
Congress. I was saying downstairs, we vetoed, I think, 46 
bills; 39 of them have been sustained. But if you add up 
what has been saved with those vetoes, $13 billion—and 
that’s $13 billion less deficit, less borrowing by the Fed- 
eral Government—I think that has had an impact in pre- 
venting crowding out as far as the capital markets are 
concerned. It has given confidence to the American peo- 
ple. 

We had some additional good news this morning. Un- 
employment dropped from 7.8 to 7.6, which proved that 
last month’s reduction in unemployment was not a fluke, 
but it was for real. We had another 125,000 go on the 
employment roles. 

It’s interesting that we have now regained every lost 
job from the depth of the recession. Now our problem is 
to continue the gains so that the new people entering the 
labor market—and about 2 million of them a year do 
enter the labor market—we’re all convinced that with 
the programs we have, unemployment is going to continue 
to go down. 

Alan Greenspan, yesterday, in being interviewed by 
some of the top reporters in Washington, was very opti- 
mistic that our forecasts that we included in the budget 
were being exceeded and, if we get some more healthy 
good signs—which I am confident will be the case—we 
will have to, perhaps, revise our estimates for fiscal year 
1977. For the benefit of the press, I’m not telling you that 
we're going to—-[laughter]|—but if plans continue, I think 
with our policy of frankness and honesty, we'll have to 
take another look at it. 

But it just looks very encouraging politically, econom- 
ically. And I feel that our international policies are achiev- 
ing results through strength, and we’re going to keep that 
strength up there. Any comments to the contrary—we 
are second to none. We do have the necessary strength to 
reassure our allies and to convince any adversaries that 
we can negotiate from strength, not from weakness. 

So I’m an optimist about ’76 and the next 4 years, and 
so I hope we can justify your faith in us. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. at the Forum 30 Hotel. 


Following his remarks, he attended a general reception for the Presi- 
dent Ford Committee. 
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Peoria, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
the Greater Peoria Airport. March 5, 1976 


THE PresmwenT. It is great to be in Peoria. I have been 
here a number of times. In fact, Bob Michel reminded 
me of the time quite a few years ago—lI won’t tell you how 
long, but it was a great occasion, and it’s nice to be back 
in 1976. 

Q. What is your current stand on the right-to-life 
amendment in the Constitution? 

THE PRESIDENT. My stand today is the same as it has 
been for some time. I think the Supreme Court went too 
far. I think the amendment that bans all abortion goes 
too far. I think that there is a reasonable and responsible 
middle ground, and that’s the position that I take. 

Q. Mr. President, if you win the primary, will you be 
able to beat out either Teddy Kennedy or Hubert 
Humphrey? 

THe PresmpentT. Well, I think that our chances in 
November are very good, regardless of the Democratic 
candidates. 

Q. How about the current status of revenue sharing as 
far as you are concerned? Are you satisfied with the prog- 
ress of that bill through Congress? 

THe Preswent. Not at all. I have recommended to 
Congress a 534-year extension of general revenue shar- 
ing—last July, as I recollect—and Congress has not gotten 
the legislation out of subcommittee yet. Congress has been 
very, very dilatory. The majority party doesn’t seem to 
have much inspiration to pass the legislation. I hope that 
we can push—with the help of Governors, mayors, and 
county officials—this legislation can be vitally important 
to all units of government. 

Q. Do you think it is going to pass? 

Tue Present. I’m always optimistic, but the time 
delay is very bothersome. All I can say is that we’re work- 
ing very hard to get some Congressional action before it’s 
too late. 

Q. Is it going to pay in Peoria? Are you going to win 
in central Illinois? 

Tue Presipent. I’m very optimistic with my prospects 
as far as Peoria is concerned, Illinois has always been a 
good State. I had many opportunities to visit it. I have 
virtually been all over the State. I think I have a friend 
or two, and I think they will be helpful. 

Reporter. Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. 


Peoria, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at Bradley University’s Everett McKinley 
Dirksen Forum. March 5, 1976 


THE Presipent. Thank you very, very much Dr. Abegg, 
Congressman Bob Michel, Congressman Tom Railsback, 
Congressman Ed Madigan, my outstanding Secretary of 
Agriculture, Earl Butz, Mayor Carver, friends of the 
Everett McKinley Dirksen Chair, students, faculty, and 
guests of Bradley University: 

At the outset, let me say I don’t think we would have 
scheduled this tonight if I had known that Chet Walker 
was being honored last night. [Laughter] I probably 
would have been here last night if I could have, because 
I am a great fan of his, and I am a great fan of all that 
Bradley University stands for in the field of basketball, as 
well as academic standing, and I congratulate you. And 
I’m darn glad and lucky to be the recipient of the Everett 
McKinley Dirksen Honorary Chair here tonight. I thank 
you very, very much. 

Bob Michel was much too generous and far too kind, 
but it’s nice to hear in 1976. And I thank Bob for not 
only his kind words, but his long friendship. And I could 
reciprocate in kind for the outstanding job that he does 
for all of you in the Congress of the United States. 


Obviously, it’s a great pleasure and privilege and a very 
high honor for me to be here tonight, not only in Bradley 
but in the city of Peoria. And I thank Mayor Carver for 
his warm and very kind reception at the airport. 


I have been here—yes, back in 1949, but I have been 
here subsequent to that, and I am impressed with your 
people, your administration, and the objectives and the 
kind of morale that you have here in Peoria. You set a 
high standard for other communities around the country. 

The trustees of this University have been very kind and 
honored me in a very personal way with an honorary 
appointment to the Everett McKinley Dirksen Chair of 
Government and Public Affairs. And I am deeply hon- 
ored, because Everett Dirksen was one of the finest public 
servants I have ever known, and history will record him 
as one of the most gifted and beloved men ever to serve 
in the Congress of the United States. 

Ev and I became especially close during the years when 
he served as the Republican leader in the United States 
Senate and I was his counterpart in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Ev Dirksen was more than a statesman, more 
than a master of legislative process, more than a never- 
to-be-forgotten speaker. I knew him as a good friend, a 
wise counselor, and an inspiring teacher. 

He taught us one of his most unforgettable lessons on 
the memorable day in 1963 when the Senate was debating 
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ratification of the nuclear test ban treaty. Speaking in sup- 
port of that treaty, Senator Dirksen said, and I quote, 
“Under the circumstances, with bigger and more destruc- 
tive weapons being built all the time, with armament 
burdens upon every country in the world, unless we take a 
step in the whole domain of faith, what will be left except 
gloom and defeatism against the day when some careless 
person will pull the trigger?” 

Everett Dirksen knew that somehow the peace of the 
world must be made more secure, that if men had made 
the world more dangerous, men could also make it safe 
and had an obligation to make that effort. Twice in this 
century, the whole world has gone to war. Twice, the 
United States has joined the global struggle, believing 
with Woodrow Wilson that “the right is more precious 
than peace” and agreeing with Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
that “we are willing to fight to maintain freedom.” 

Twice more we have honored our commitments to indi- 
vidual nations where peace was broken by acts of naked 
aggression and by armies bent on destruction, terror, and 
conquest. America has seen too much of war in the 20th 
century, too much of suffering and dying on bloodstained 
fields of battle. 

We cherish the peace that America enjoys, the peace 
that finds no Americans in combat anywhere in the 
world tonight. And yet, we know that the freedoms we 
have defended so often are being challenged today. We 
know that our strength, our power, our constant vigi- 
lance, and our resolve are the foundation of mankind’s 
hope for peace and stability in the world. 

If we should ever relinquish that role, if our contribu- 
tion to peace should be diminished by our own weakness, 
the consequences could be severe and tragic for the whole 
world. For this reason, the United States must pursue 
a policy of peace through strength. That is the policy 
which my Administration will always pursue. 

In the last 19 months, I have taken affirmative action 
to ensure that America’s alliances are strong, our com- 
mitments are worthwhile, and our defenses are without 
equal in the world. 

In my Presidency, I have proposed the two largest 
peacetime defense budgets in American history as the 
best assurance of deterring aggression and maintaining 
our own national security. There are some very sincere, 
very thoughtful, and very patriotic Americans who believe 
that these defense proposals take too much of our financial 
resources, take them away from domestic programs sup- 
ported by the Federal Government. And I respect that 
view. But we must remember that the foundation for all 
of these domestic programs, the basic premise upon which 
they all depend is that the United States will continue as 
a free, independent, and secure nation, That must be our 
highest priority, and in this Administration, it is. 

Beyond securing our own independence, America’s 
defensive strength, by the very fact of its existence, enables 
us to deter aggression in many parts of the world. And 





that strength makes it possible for us to negotiate for 
peaceful progress from a position that commands respect 
and invites cooperation. 

Because both sides of the Middle East conflict respect 
our strength, our word, and our commitment to a just 
and lasting peace, we have won the role of a peacemaker 
in that very strategic and very volatile part of the world. 

Our aim is to make peace secure throughout the 
world. We are conducting our foreign policy with our 
eyes open, our guard up, and our powder dry. We know 
that peace and national security cannot be pursued on a 
one-way street, but we also know that returning to a 
collision course in a thermonuclear age can leave the 
human race in ashes. 

I will not lead the American people down the road to 
needless danger and senseless destruction. I will lead them 
on the path of peace through strength, and we will live in 
peace and freedom in the United States of America. 

It is our duty and our great opportunity to make the 
most of the peace and freedom we enjoy in America to- 
day. Let us show ourselves worthy of the price we have 
paid for them in blood, in sacrifice, and in treasure. 


Let us take more seriously and more personally our 
precious right of free political expression in this election 
year. Let us set ambitious goals for the future of our coun- 
try and work hard and work together to achieve those 
goals. 


Let us strive to secure the blessings of liberty for our- 
selves and our posterity and stand tall and strong and free 
among the nations of the world. 


Let us make certain that the cause of freedom has no 
better friend, no stronger ally than the United States of 
America. And let us resolve, as the greatest son of Illinois 
did a century ago, that the “government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth.” 


I thank you, and now I would be delighted to answer 
any questions. 
QUESTIONS 


ANTITRUST POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, I’m from Godfrey, Illinois, and a 
student from Bradley University. 


Many economists today feel that the country’s eco- 
nomic problems are caused to a large degree by cost-push 
inflationary pressures rather than the more traditional 
demand-pull pressures. In this context, what are your 
plans, if any, to break up the monopolistic tendencies of 
big business and big labor and their price-fixing abilities 
which tend to interfere with the efficient operation of the 
market? 

Tue Presiwent. About a year ago, I appointed an out- 
standing person to be our Attorney General, who was an 
expert in antitrust actions. Ed Levi, of the University of 
Chicago, served as an Assistant Attorney General in the 
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Antitrust Division, some 15 or 20 years ago. He is 
acknowledged as an expert in antitrust matters. 

At his request, I have added to the number of antitrust 
lawyers in the Attorney General’s Office. I can assure you 
that under his leadership there will be active, affirmative 
action taken to operate under the laws of the United 
States in antitrust actions. 

In addition, about a year ago, I submitted to the Con- 
gress legislation that would add to the penalties in dol- 
lars—in criminal action, those who violate our antitrust 
laws. It seems to me that through this kind of action we 
can make certain, in the business world at least, that there 
will be a proper governmental role in making an environ- 
ment where free enterprise can operate without a mo- 
nopolistic development. 

In the field of labor, I have been condemned and com- 
plimented for the fact that I vetoed the common situs 
picketing bill which had some ramifications involved in 
this overall area. The strength of our free enterprise sys- 
tem depends upon competition. We can’t have big busi- 
ness, big labor—or big government, I might add— 
dominating our economy. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


ROTC PROGRAM AT BRADLEY UNIVERSITY 


Q. Mr. President, I’m a student at Bradley University 
from Spring Valley, New York. 

In an announcement made 2 days ago, the Air Force 
informed Bradley University that our Air Force Reserve 
Officers Training Corps program will be closed down, 
effective in the spring of 1977. For the past 27 years, 
through thick and thin, Bradley has supplied the Air 
Force with highly qualified personnel. The loss of this 
program will cause Bradley approximately a quarter of a 
million dollars annually. 

In your opinion, Mr. President, is it possible for the Air 
Force to justify this action as a suitable reward for Bradley 
University’s continuing support for over a quarter of a 
century? 

Tue PresipenT. Based on what you told me, I’m dis- 
gusted with the action of the United States Air Force. 
Quite frankly, it’s incomprehensible, and we will do our 
darndest to rectify the error. And I will let Dr. Abegg 
know. I just don’t understand it. It sounds ridiculous. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 


FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO CITIES 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President, I’m from Ridge- 
wood, New Jersey, and I’m also a student here at Bradley 
University. 

Recently, Mayor Young, of Detroit, made statements 
expressing not only his city’s fears, but also those of Phila- 
delphia, San Francisco, and several other major cities con- 
cerning their somewhat suspect present financial stability 


and that of the future and also the ability to continue to 
provide for the necessary public services. 

Has your Administration formulated a program to help 
prevent fiscal crises in other cities besides New York, prior 
to that crisis or, if not, will the tactics or methods used in 
New York’s fiscal crisis also be used in other cities? 

Tue Presipent. Of course, my Administration has 
strongly supported the general revenue sharing program, 
which gives to our States and to cities and to other local 
units of government about $6 billion a year which, in 
effect, is free for those cities to utilize as they see fit, for 
whatever programs or policies that they determine at the 
local level. 

That’s a good program; I fully support it. And in addi- 
tion, we have many other categorical grant programs that 
go to State or local units of government. It seems to me, 
having been somewhat closely associated with the conflicts 
involved in the city of New York, that communities 
around the country have to learn that they have to man- 
age their fiscal affairs in a responsible way. 

We found that New York City, not for one year but for 
a period of time, had not handled its finances very respon- 
sibly. And the net result was they found that their expendi- 
tures, their receipts were in bad shape, that their cash flow 
problem was disastrous. I don’t think we can permit other 
cities to expect that the Federal Government is going to 
bail them all out, because we aren’t. If we can’t establish 
responsibility at the local level and at the State level and 
at the Federal level, we could go down the same disastrous 
path that some other countries—friends of ours—have 
gone down for the last 20 years. And as far as I am con- 
cerned, we’re not going to permit it locally, statewide, or 
nationally. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


PARDON OF FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON 


Q. Mr. President, I’m a senior at Bradley University. 
A recent national wire service reported that you have 
gained a lead over your opponent, Governor Reagan, in 
the upcoming Florida primary. One of the voter com- 
ments listed by the wire service favorably mentioned your 
performance in office to date, but expressed disfavor with 
your handling of the pardon granted to former President 
Richard M. Nixon. 

I would like to know whether you are prepared to state 
unequivocally that there was no deal made between Secre- 
tary of State Kissinger, chief of staff General Haig and 
yourself, or any member of your staff in regard to resig- 
nation and subsequent pardon of former President Nixon? 

If no such deal was agreed upon, would you please be 
willing to discuss your reasons for the granting of the par- 
don to Mr. Nixon? 

Tue Preswent. In the first place, there was no deal 
made in any way, whatsoever. Categorically, no. And let 
me take you back, if I might, to the situation in July and 
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August and September of 1974. This country had gone 
through a nightmare, a traumatic experience unprece- 
dented in our country. And I became President under the 
most extraordinary circumstances—not because I sought 
the office, but because I had the opportunity to serve. And 
I found shortly after becoming President, that if we were 
to go through a long series of events that would have been, 
I think, extremely disturbing to the situation in our coun- 
try, the better procedure would be to make a decisive deci- 
sion and get the matter off our back so that we could 
handle our problems domestically with the economy and 
our problems internationally. 

It was a decision made by me alone. Nobody else had 
any responsibility, and I'll take the full responsibility for 
the consequences, good or bad. But we had to get on with 
the job of looking at our problems and solving them, both 
at home and abroad, and that had to be pushed aside so 
that all of us—215 million Americans—could concentrate 
on the future and forget the past, as bad as it was. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. I’m from North Bel- 
mont, New York, and a sophomore bio major here at 
Bradley. 

Mr. President, you have come under fire lately by 
former Governor Reagan, former Governor Carter, and 
others, concerning the State Department’s handling of 
détente. What is your justification for the foreign policy 
positions taken by your Administration in regard to the 
Soviet Union and China, in particular U.S.-Soviet grain 
dealings, past and future? 

THE PresivENT. Well, let me say very specifically that 
we are going to forget the use of the word détente. I said 
that back in August of 1975, when I spoke to the Ameri- 
can Legion in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The word is in- 
consequential. What happens in the negotiations between 
the United States and the Soviet Union, what happens 
in the negotiations between the People’s Republic of 
China and the United States—those are the things that 
are of consequence. 

Now this Administration believes that we have an 
obligation not to go back to the cold war where con- 
frontation, in effect, took place literally every day of the 
year. We have an obligation to try and meet every prob- 
lem individually, specifically, every issue as it comes up, 
in an effort to negotiate rather than to confront, whether 
it’s with the Soviet Union or the People’s Republic of 
China. 

And we can do this effectively if we have the strength, 
militarily and otherwise, to have a two-way street. Now 
the United States, despite what some critics have said, has 
not under any circumstances gotten the short end of the 
deal. We’re good Yankee traders, and we’ve done darn 
well by the United States. 


Now let’s take the grain sales to the Soviet Union. 
I know some candidates for the Presidency have said that 
we ought to not make any sales, that we ought to buy all 
the grain from the farmers and store them in Government- 
owned warehouses, put that heavy lid over the price struc- 
ture of our agriculture at a cost, as it was some 10 years 
ago, of $1 million a day, about $400 million a year. That’s 
what it cost to store grain when we weren’t selling it over- 
seas. I just don’t think we should make our farm export 
problem the pawn of the international politics. By strong, 
effective negotiation, we came out with a good agricul- 
tural deal with the Soviet Union. 


And if we get a SALT Two agreement that will keep a 
lid on strategic arms in the next 7 to 10 years, it will be to 
the benefit of the United States. Let me ask this very 
simple question: Is it better to have a mutual limit of 
2,400 launchers and 1,320 MIRV missiles—isn’t that 
better than having 4,000 or 5,000 launchers or 2,000 or 
4,000 MIRV missiles? Isn’t that better for all of us? It 
really would be better if we could go below 2,400 and 
1,320 as long as we had rough equivalents between the 
two superpowers. 

If we had an open thermonuclear arms race, that’s 
not in the best interest of the United States or the world 
as a whole. We have an obligation to have rough equiv- 
alency that will deter aggression, either by us or by them, 
and permit us to do some things that are needed and 
necessary for the world as a whole, as well as for the 
United States. 

Any of these people that challenge us in these kinds 
of day-to-day negotiations, issue by issue, problem by prob- 
lem, haven’t been in the ballgame. They have lots of 
rhetoric, but I don’t think they understand the problems. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 


SELECTION PROCESS FOR SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 


Q. Mr. President, I am a student at Bradley Univer- 
sity. Mr. President, would you please state the criteria 
you used in the selection of Mr. Stevens as a Supreme 
Court Justice, and would you use the same criteria in the 
selection of future Supreme Court Justices? 

Tue Present. I’m very proud of the selection of 
Supreme Court Justice Stevens. We went through 
a very constructive process of soliciting names from a wide 
variety of individuals or organizations that wanted to 
maintain a very high quality on our Supreme Court. 

We had a number of highly qualified individuals. The 
Department of Justice solicited views from the American 
Bar Association. They interviewed, as I recall, some ten 
individuais whose names had been submitted to me. 
They came up with three or four that seemed to fit the 
requirements of the day and, after looking at the recom- 
mendations, the backgrounds, and all of the other quali- 
fications, I came to the conclusion that Justice Stevens 
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would be an outstanding member of the United States 
Supreme Court. 

And I was delighted to see that a Democratic Congress, 
dominating the Senate by about or better than two to one, 
almost unanimously approved him. So I think we went 
through a good process. It was proven that he had the 
qualifications to be an outstanding jurist, and that’s what 
we want. And to the extent that I can do it in the future, 
that’s exactly the process I will follow in the days ahead. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON’S VISIT TO CHINA 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. I am from WWCT, 
here in the great city of Peoria. I’d like to ask you what 
significance Mr. Nixon’s recent trip to China had, and 
has it in any way undermined your recent journey there 
several months ago? 

THe Preswent. Under no circumstances has that 
trip by Mr. Nixon, as a private citizen, invited as a pri- 
vate citizen by the People’s Republic, undermined my 
trip to China, my negotiations with Chairman Mao and 
the other Chinese officials. Under no circumstances did 
it undercut, undermine, or interfere with the relations of 
our Government with that Government. 


INVESTMENT TAX CREDIT 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. I’m an economics 
major. Do you believe, with the present state of the econ- 
omy, that tighter investment spending with the reduction 
of taxes will boost the economy to pre-inflationary levels? 

Tue Preswent. Well I’m convinced that it’s far bet- 
ter to give tax reductions to stimulate the economy, to in- 
crease employment and decrease unemployment, than to 
put programs through the Congress where you increase 
Federal Government spending and where you provide 
temporary employment for individuals, whether it’s at 
the State or local level. That’s the policy of this Admin- 
istration, and that’s one of the problems I have with the 
Congress. They want to go the other way. But we’re going 
to fight them; we’re going to win, because we are right. 


EFFECT OF WATERGATE ON 1976 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION 


Q. Mr. President, I’m a journalism major from Beth- 
any, Connecticut. My question is, Mr. President, what ef- 
fect do you feel the Watergate incident will have on the 
upcoming Presidential election? That is, do you feel that 
many Americans will vote Democratic because of Water- 
gate? 

Tue Present. I have no authoritative way of mak- 
ing an accurate determination on that. I can only say that 
I, as a candidate, had absolutely nothing whatsoever to 
do with Watergate, so it has no relationship to my back- 
ground, my qualifications. I would hope that the perfor- 
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mance of the last 19 months would indicate that I have 
an Administration that’s open; it’s frank. It doesn’t 
promise more than it can produce, and it won’t lie to the 
American people under any circumstances. 

These are the fundamentals by which my Administra- 
tion has tried to operate. And everybody that works for me 
understands what those rules and regulations are. So we 
are different. We have no connection with Watergate. 
And so I would hope that the American people would 
look at me and those that work with me in that light, 
rather than remembering a sad and tragic past in Ameri- 
can history. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


Q. Mr. President, I’m a resident of Peoria and a part- 
time student at Bradley. I wonder if you would clarify 
your position on the subject of civil rights for gay people 
in America. 

Tue Preswent. Civil rights for what? 

Q. For gay people, with respect to hiring, employment, 
and housing. And secondly, if you were elected President, 
how would you hope to eliminate some of the discrimina- 
tion that gay people in America live under? 


Tue PresipentT. I recognize that this is a very new 
and serious problem in our society. I have always tried 
to be an understanding person as far as people are con- 
cerned who are different than myself. That doesn’t mean 
that I agree with or would concur in what is done by them 
or their position in society. I think this is a problem we 
have to face up to, and I can’t give you a pat answer to- 
night. I just would be dishonest to say that there is a pat 
answer under these very difficult circumstances. 

Q. Thank you very much. 


PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I’m pastor of a church here in Peoria. 
From time to time we get reports, printed sometimes, to 
the effect that Mr. Kissinger and the State Department 
have already made promises and commitments regarding 
the Panama Canal to a government which is something 
less than friendly to us. And, furthermore, it has been sug- 
gested that the constitutional caution which forbids any 
United States property to be sold without approval of the 
Congress—that that will be circumvented by retaining 
title to it but nevertheless technically not selling it, but in 
reality giving all the controls and direction and jurisdic- 
tion to the Panama Government, which only the owner 
of the property should have. I’d like you, Mr. President, 
to comment on that if you would. 

THE Presipent. Well first, let me say that whatever 
is done, if it reaches that point, will be fully submitted to 
the United States Congress, both the House as well as the 
Senate. If property is sold—and I’m not saying it is—or 
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is transferred, it would have to be approved by both the 
House and the Senate and, of course, if it’s a treaty, it 
would have to be approved by the Senate alone. So you 
can rest assured that whatever is done, if anything is done, 
will be submitted in its entirety and completely open and 
above board. 

Now, the situation is that since 1964, when they had a 
series of riots in the Panama area—the Canal Zone and 
the Government of Panama—some 30 people were killed 
in these riots, including a significant number of Americans. 
Those circumstances precipitated negotiations that have 
been carried on by three Presidents. Those negotiations are 
going on today between the Government of Panama and 
the United States. 

I can only assure you—because the negotiations have 
not been completed—that the United States, as far as Iam 
concerned, will never give up its national defense interests 
nor give up its interests in the operation of the Panama 
Canal. And whatever is negotiated—and nothing has 
been concluded—will be submitted in its entirety to the 


Congress of the United States. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. I’m from Peoria. As 
you know, central Illinois has had a severe natural gas 
shortage. What do you propose to do about this natural 
gas shortage at a national level? 

Tue Preswent. Let me thank you for asking one of 
the most fundamental questions asked here tonight. The 
United States is presently hamstrung by some outmoded 
legislation that precludes us from stimulating the produc- 
tion of more domestic natural gas production. 

The Congress has been struggling for a long time. The 
Senate passed a good bill about 2 months ago. The House 
of Representatives, by a razor-thin, narrow margin, passed 
a bad bill—terrible, absolutely terrible—which is worse, 
ia effect, than what we have as a matter of law right now. 

Unfortunately, we are at a loggerhead or a stalemate. 
We have had a declining production within the United 
States of natural gas since 1973, and as long as the present 
law or the House of Representatives’ bill are law, it will 
go down and down and down and down and we will buy 
more and more and more foreign Arab oil, and that’s not 
good for America. 

What I’m saying is, get the Members of the House of 
Representatives—I think all the ones here voted right— 
(laughter|—-get them to help us to go along with the Sen- 
ate and stimulate domestic production. 

Q. Mr. President, this will be the last question. 

Tue Preswent. Can’t we have one more? There is a 
nice looking young lady over there. [Laughter] 





POSTAL SERVICE DEFICIT 


Q. Mr. President, I’m from Peoria and I’m a postal 
employee. I understand that you were against increasing 
the postal subsidy, and now they have been denied the 
chance to close the rural post offices. What do you see as 
the future for the Postal Service, a service that is vital to 
all Americans? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think we’re right down to the bare- 
bone facts. We either have to achieve greater economies in 
the operation of the Postal Service and have a smaller 
deficit, or we have to charge the people who use the Postal 
Service for the service that is rendered. Or if we don’t 
achieve more economies in the operation or the people 
who use the Postal Service aren’t going to pay more, then 
the taxpayers, as a whole, have to pay the deficit. 

It’s just one of three options. Now, I happen to believe 
we can do a better job running the Post Office. There is no 
reason in the world why the Post Office should have 
$1,300 million deficit in a 12-month period. So we come 
right down to how we can eliminate the deficit, and there 
are three options. And I think the Congress has to work 
with me, but the people in the Post Office Department 
have to work with us in order to solve the problem. 

Q. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, before we let the last question go 
with the lovely lady, I’m the director of the Dirksen En- 
dowment Fund, and on behalf of the Dirksen Congres- 
sional Research Center and, particularly, Louella Dirk- 
sen, we wish to thank you for your continued support to 
the Dirksen name and, particularly, to the Center. And I 
want to say tonight that you’re not only playing well, 
you're going to continue to play well. 


CONSOLIDATION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I am from the city of 
Peoria. The Peoria Journal Star has reported that you 
have asked Congress for block grants for education at the 
elementary and secondary level. These block grants would 
replace 24 aids-in-grants. This sounds great, but would 
you assure us that we would have less restrictions? Title I 
and some of the titles are extremely restrictive to us in the 
local area and to handling these funds. 

Tue Presivent. You are exactly right. I have recom- 
mended to the Congress that we take 24 primary, second- 
ary—or elementary and secondary education categorical 
grant programs, consolidate them in one block grant pro- 
gram, and that the money should go to the States and to 
the local units of government without any matching 
requirement, so that at the local and State level, inde- 
pendent decisions could be made as to which areas there 
should be local emphasis. 

The local emphasis in Peoria might be different than 
the legitimate needs and local emphasis in Miami, or the 
local emphasis or needs in Grand Rapids might happen 
to be different from what they are in San Francisco. So, 
the block grant program gives this flexibility. And we have 
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promised every State and every local unit of government 
they will get no less money than they’ve gotten this current 
fiscal year, and they have much more decisionmaking 
responsibility at the local and the State level. The more 
we get education decisions made at the local level without 
court interference, the better off we are in this United 
States. 

Could I say one final word. That’s great music, but I’ve 
got a couple of more lines. [Laughter] 

Obviously, I’ve enjoyed being at this outstanding Uni- 
versity tonight and talking with all of you from Bradley 
as well as from Peoria and surrounding areas. But before 
I leave—you know a long time ago, I played football at 
the University of Michigan back when the ball was round, 
and I just have a great interest in athletics. I think it’s 
great. I’m proud of it. I am proud of the fact that Bradley 
has done so well in basketball, and I’m a great enthusiast 
of Chet Walker. But before I leave, let me pay my respects 
to another great product in Peoria, the basketball team at 
Richwoods High School. 

And let me conclude my comments tonight by saying 
that I would like nothing better than to follow their exam- 
ple and go undefeated in Illinois in 1976. 
note: The President spoke at 8:20 p.m. at the Robertson Memorial 
Fieldhouse at Bradley University. 


Later in the evening, the President attended a reception for guests 
of the Forum at the Peoria Hilton Hotel. 


Peoria, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks to Members of the Mohammed 
Shrine of Peoria. March 5, 1976 


We've had a great day in the wonderful State of 
Illinois, and this is the culmination of a great experience, 
particularly in Peoria. I want to thank Mayor Carver. I 
want to thank my very dear friend Bob Michel, your out- 
standing Congressman. Most of all, I want to thank the 
just overly friendly and generous people from Illinois for 
making this day a wonderful one in my political career. 
I can’t thank all of you enough. 

But let me talk, if I could, Nobles and your lovely ladies, 
a little about my feelings about and experiences with the 
Shrine. I come from Saladin Temple in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. I’m proud of it. My father was very, very ac- 
tive. 

My first real personal exposure to the Shrine came in 
late December of 1934. I was selected to be on the East 
team of the Shriners East-West football teams. We went 
out to San Francisco where the Shrine has an outstanding 
hospital for crippled children. It was a tremendous experi- 
ence for us on the Eastern football team to go to that hos- 
pital to see what is done to help unfortunate people, pri- 
marily young people. And I learned at that point not only 
what my father had sort of imbued in me, but I learned 


what great people like all of you do, on a day-to-day basis, 
to help those less fortunate than yourself. 

I’ve been proud ever since having the experience, and 
I thank you for inviting me tonight. I am deeply grateful 
for the association that I’ve had with my fellow Nobles at 
Saladin Temple, and it’s just nice to see all of you from 
this temple here in Peoria. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. at the Mohammed Temple 
of the Shriners. 


Peoria, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Breakfast Reception. March 6, 1976 


Bob, one of my best and very dearest friends, and also 
my very good friends in the Congress, Tom Railsback, Ed 
Madigan, Mayor Carver, your wonderful Governor, Dick 
Ogilvie, Mary Alice, all of you: 

I thank you very, very much for coming here this morn- 
ing, Saturday morning. Getting up at this hour for a 
political gathering is far and above the call of duty, and 
I thank you very, very much. As I was reading the paper 
this morning, I couldn’t help but notice a change from 
the papers that I had read a year ago. 

About a year ago, all the doomsayers were predict- 
ing 10 percent unemployment or more, a recession mov- 
ing into a depression. They were talking about inflation 
getting worse. They were saying that our foreign policy 
was in disarray, that the United States was doomed to 
despair not only at home but abroad. And they were in- 
dicating that I had only won an election in Michigan 
and couldn’t win any elections elsewhere. 

You know, to get up this morning and read a paper 
with somewhat changed headlines and a little different 
factual information made me feel good, and I hope it did 
you, too. 

The economic news is good, and it’s going to get bet- 
ter. I think the facts speak for themselves. We’ve cut the 
inflation rate by better than 50 percent. We have the 
unemployment figures going down nationally. We have 
the employment figures going up, and it isn’t noticed 
very often, but we have regained—according to the sta- 
tistics released Friday—we are back at the highest his- 
torical employment figure of 86.3 million people, and 
we're going to get better. 

The momentum is going in the right direction. Maybe 
I shouldn’t say this, but you know they said, as I indi- 
cated a moment ago, I had never won an election out- 
side of a Congressional district in Michigan. Well, we 
won New Hampshire; we won Vermont; we won Mas- 
sachusetts. I think we’re going to win Florida and, from 
what you all tell me, we’re going to win Illinois. 
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So all those pundits are 100 percent wrong so far, and 
it is, I think, encouraging, because it reflects the faith that 
the American people have in a sound course of action. We 
were, you know, tempted—some people were saying, 
“Gee, you’ve got to do this, and you have to take this 
radical course.” 

We didn’t panic. We decided what was right; we did 
it, and I think the results are proving it. We got the help of 
people like Bob and Ed and Tom and the other staunch 
people in the Congress. They stood with us, and I thank 
them from the bottom of my heart, because without their 
help, what we tried to do never could have been accom- 
plished. And let me just take one example. 

We had some people up at the other end of Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue in the majority party that wanted to under- 
take all kinds of radical programs to meet our problems 
at home, and in the process of 19 months, I vetoed 46 
bills. They tell me that’s a record, but I’m proud of it, 
and i’m very grateful for the people in the Congress who 
stood with me. They sustained 39 of them. But the impor- 
tant thing is we saved $13 billion, and that’s not hay. 

I can just hear old Bob up there on the floor of the 
House telling those wild-eyed spenders, “You ought to 
have more sense.” We could hear you way at the other 
end of Pennsylvania Avenue, Bob. But he rallied the 
troops, and he did a great job, and the people that stood 
with him likewise deserve your applause and your sup- 
port. 
What are the prospects for the future? Every indication 
we have is that the economy is going to get better and 
better and better. I believe that we have a strong 
deterrent military force that reinforces our alliance with 
our allies. They have faith in us. It convinces our adver- 
saries that they should treat us with respect. And they 
are not going to undertake any ill-advised adventures, let 
me assure you of that, because America is strong; it’s 
alert; it’s ready, and we’re going to keep it that way. 

But I’ve had the privilege of meeting a good many of 
the people here this morning who are going to be, or are 
Ford delegates. We’re sure going to see you out in Kansas 
City, unless I drag you down and you don’t win. 

But I think Kansas City is going to be a tremendous 
success. It will be the steppingstone, the springboard for 
a great victory in November of 1976. But, as Bob said, 
good policies aren’t enough; it’s good people that make 
the difference. I went through a number of political cam- 
paigns where those that worked hard calling on the phone, 
helping to get people with their absentee ballots, doing 
all kinds of hard chores where little recognition is ac- 
corded—I alwavs felt that they did more than their share, 
and the net result was we won. 

And so I thank all of you who are doing that hard, non- 
glamourous labor, because you believe in a policy; you 
believe in a cause, and I won’t let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. in the Cotillion Room at the 
Peoria Hilton Hotel. 





Champaign, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Willard Airport. March 6, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Good morning. How are all of you? 

We had a great 2 days in Illinois and we are looking 
forward to coming back next week. I feel in Illinois, as we 
have felt elsewhere, that the momentum is really rolling. 
We had some excellent meetings, not only with farm 
group leaders, but we had a tremendous meeting last 
night at Bradley University. You just get that feeling, not 
only that the crowds are good and warm and friendly, but 
the main thing is the real intensity of the feeling that we 
are on the right course at home as well as abroad. 

Q. Do you believe, Mr. President, that the real political 
showdown will be in central Illinois between you and 
Governor Reagan? 

THE PresipENT. Well it is a very important area, that 
is why I am here, and to make some new friends and get 
reacquainted with many, many old friends that I have 
seen over the years as I have traveled in this part of 
Illinois. 

Q. But do you believe the vote will be close? 

THE PresiwentT. I always assume it will be close but I 
think our momentum is good and I think we will win. 

Q. Is Nelson Rockefeller going to campaign for you? 

THE PRESENT. He has been very helpful in a number 
of areas throughout the country and I presume that as the 
campaign continues he will. 

Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. President, during your campaign we now have 
more evidence of incursions in Mozambique and that 
area into Rhodesia. I am wondering what specifically 
your policy is going to be, should there be any more Com- 
munist incursions in that area. 

THE PresipENT. We, of course, are watching it very 
closely. I think it would be inappropriate for me to give 
any signal as to our precise course of action. 

Q. Is there any truth to the story that Melvin Laird 
is being considered for the Secretary of State’s job? 

Tue Presiwent. Not at all. Mel Laird is a very close 
and very good friend of mine. He has got a number of 
very fine jobs on the outside in the private sector. He is a 
very helpful adviser to me, but we have a good Secretary 
of State and he is going to stay on. 

Q. Yesterday, your son Jack said that he thought that 
if you won in Illinois that would end the Reagan threat. 
Do you agree with your son Jack on that issue? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well if we win in Florida and Illinois, 
we will be very encouraged and I would think my op- 
ponent would be somewhat discouraged. 
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Q. How formidable a candidate do you think Mr. 
Reagan is? 

Tue Presipent. Let me just talk to the local press, 
please, Wally. 

Q. Could this be the key turning point in your cam- 
paign? 

Tue Preswent. It will be very significant because 
with success in Florida and success here we will have piled 
up a significant number of delegates and that is what will 
make the difference in Kansas City. 

Q. Assuming there are victories in Florida and Illinois, 
do you see Mr. Reagan then pulling out of the race? 

Tue PresipENT. You will have to ask him about that. 

Q. Sir, do you think Hubert Humphrey will be your 
opponent in 1976? 

THE PresipenT. Yes. I think the rest of them are, as 
I understand it, cutting each other up pretty badly, divid- 
ing the Democratic Party with their comments and criti- 
cisms of one another. And so I still think the prediction 
I made better than a year ago that Hubert would be the 
candidate holds true. 

Q. You have fewer candidates for delegates in this 
district than there are seats available. Is that indicative of 
the rest of your campaign organization throughout the 
State. 

THE Preswent. I think we have got a very first class 
organization. Former Governor Ogilvie has done an out- 
standing job giving us real leadership. Every place I have 
been our delegate lists are good, they are strong, they are 
identifiable people who have been leaders in the com- 
munity. I think we will do all right in this district as well 
as others. 

Real nice to see you all and thank you very much. 

Q. President Ford, you are going on live over the air 
on local radio on WRC. Would you like to say hello to all 
your farmer friends here in east-central Illinois? 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much, Steve. It is a 
pleasure to have an opportunity to say hello to them. We 
talked with the outstanding farm leaders in the State of 
Illinois yesterday and I think it was an excellent give and 
take. They asked a lot of penetrating questions, and I think 
I answered their questions very satisfactorily. 

With our tremendous exports and their hard work and 
the leadership of our outstanding Secretary of Agriculture, 
I think agriculture in Illinois, as well as elsewhere, is 
bound to be prosperous. 

Thank you all very, very much. Nice to see you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. 
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Champaign, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Public Forum at Centennial 
High School. March 6, 1976 


THe Preswent. Thank you very, very much, Ed 
Madigan, Senator Chuck Percy, Congressman Paul 
Findley, Secretary Butz, my good friend, Governor 
Ogilvie, Mr. Fink, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Rasmus, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

It is wonderful to be here in Centennial High School. 
You won’t believe it but I picked out this University of 
Illinois tie this morning. Obviously, it is very, very wonder- 
ful to be here with you today, and I was told before I 
came in that this is the season of March madness in the 
great State of Illinois. I don’t have to remind you that 
this is the time of the year for those great Illinois basket- 
ball tournaments. 

But there are, of course, different kinds of March 
madness. Do you remember what the doomsayers were 
saying a year ago in March. It was just about 12 months 
ago when many, many were predicting that this Nation 
was literally on the brink of economic collapse. Forecasters 
were competing with each other to see who could make 
the gloomiest predictions. I am sure you all remember 
some of them. 

Gasoline was going to be selling for a dollar a gallon, 
foreign investors were going to pull out their money from 
the United States as a bad gamble. Trade with the rest 
of the world was about to dry up. Inflation and unem- 
ployment would skyrocket and that grim word “depres- 
sion”, that some of us remember, was heard more and 
more. 

This was a time when it would have been easy to 
stampede, to forget or to ignore the inherent strength of 
the world’s greatest economy, to turn instead to some 
quick-fix gimmicks. This Administration didn’t panic nor 
did we abandon our principles or our convictions under 
fire. 

We set a very firm and steady course and stuck to it. 
What happened? Doomsday never came. The American 
farmer, the American businessman, the American con- 
sumer, the American investor, American workers regained 
their confidence in the future of this great country as they 
should and as they have and as they will in the future. 

We preserved the integrity of the American dollar and 
the American economy. Inflation was cut in half, employ- 
ment has risen by 2,200,000 over last March. We have 
now recovered all of the jobs lost in the recession, and 
we are going to do better and better month by month 
because we have the right courses. 

And the leading indicators for our economy released 
last week registered the sharpest rise in 6 months. Invest- 
ments from abroad in American stocks and bonds grew 
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dramatically. We wound up 1975 with the strongest 
balance of trade in America’s history. 

American businessmen and farmers exported more 
than we imported from abroad, and as many of you 
know, Illinois earned more than any other State in farm 
exports last fiscal year—$1,700 million. The doomsayers, 
the cynics, the skeptics were wrong last year—way, way 
wrong. Their gloomy predictions never came true. None 
of them. 

America has returned strong from the recession of last 
year. And this Administration consistently recognized 
and encouraged the tremendous natural strengths built 
into this great economy in all 50 States. 

What the doomsayers tend to forget is that our private 
free enterprise system is built on the character and the 
spiritual resources of a pioneering people. We have not 
grown flabby. We are tough, and we know how to sur- 
mount our difficulties through hard work and determina- 
tion. 

No one should underestimate the greatest source of 
our resources, our people. And no one should short-change 
the vitality and the strength of the free enterprise system. 
We resisted the temptation to tinker with that free enter- 
prise system. We kept a steady hand on the tiller. Quick 
remedies, bigger spending, bigger deficits, bigger govern- 
ment intervention were rejected in favor of a balanced, 
steady approach. 

The result of this approach has been growth and 
recovery without restarting the inflationary cycle. This 
approach has proved or has provided, I should say, an 
environment in this country where free enterprise can 
flourish as it will, and that means small business and small 
farmers, as well. We have made some solid gains in 
agriculture under the great leadership of Earl Butz. The 
last 3 years have registered the highest net farm income 
in history. And I am determined that farmers must have 
a fair return for their hard labor which they do for all 
of us, and we should all be very, very thankful for them. 

We want to keep the Nation’s grain reserves in farm- 
ers’ hands, not in government bins. We want farm exports 
kept in private trade, not determined by government 
boards. We oppose putting farm products under the con- 
trol of an international body. 

We oppose subsidized imports. We want our products 
to compete fairly in world markets. We have now sold 
the Soviet Union $2 billion or more in farm products 
from the 1975 crop. That is a record, and it is only the 
beginning of a continued program of export of our prod- 
ucts here in the United States. 

As a result of the agreement we concluded last fall, I 
can assure you that we were tough bargainers, Yankee 
traders in the process. American farmers are going to have 
a regular market in Russia from 1976 through 1980, with 
no less than 6 million tons of corn and wheat each year, 
and maybe—maybe, much more. 


American agriculture is the heart of our great econ- 
omy. I intend to steer a steady course to assure that agri- 
culture remains prosperous and our farmers get their full 
share of America’s burgeoning prosperity. 

And let me add this: The right kind of leadership in 
Washington, experienced with the complexities of gov- 
ernment, familiar with the ways of the Congress, knowl- 
edgeable about the multitude of our programs, has a far 
better chance of a guiding, steady, balanced course than 
those who would hide behind a blanket denunciation of 
our national Government. Rhetoric is no substitute for 
practical achievements. Generalities offer no substitute for 
tested, proven, successful results. It took a confidence 
born of experience to say no to the doomsayers whe called 
for more and more spending. It will take an understand- 
ing born of experience to continue the progress we will 
make in the months ahead. 

We still have a long way to go before we achieve com- 
plete recovery, but we are on the way and nothing is going 
to stop us. Farm income is improving, business is improv- 
ing, employment is going up and unemployment is going 
down, inflation has been cut in half. And the budget I 
submitted in January, and those I plan to submit in the 
next 4 years will bring fiscal self-control to the Federal 
Government. 

You can’t operate your farm or your business or your 
lives paying out more than you take in. You have every 
right to expect your Federal Government will behave in 
the same responsible manner, and it will under this Ad- 
ministration. In short, we are moving—we are moving in 
the right direction. We have proved that the doomsayers 
were dead wrong. 

I am proud of our record, and I am proud of the Amer- 
ican people. And with your help we will build an even 
greater and greater and greater America together. Thank 
you very, very much. 

Thank you very much, and I will take the first ques- 
tion. 

QUESTIONS 


AGRICULTURAL TRADE AGREEMENTS 


Q. I am a farmer and hog raiser. My question, Mr. 
President, is: The world demand for food is great and 
the American farmer can produce more food than can be 
consumed in this country. Still, our question is the num- 
ber one question. What assurances do we have for free, 
uninterrupted access to the world markets, which are so 
important to our livelihood and to our country’s balance 
of payments? 

Tue PresipenT. We have increased our agricultural 
exports significantly over the years. We have great trad- 
ing arrangements with Japan, with Eastern Europe, with 
Western Europe, and we now have a 5-year trading agree- 
ment with the Soviet Union. I would say that the circum- 
stances are literally nil that we will have any interference 
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with our export operations in the years ahead. I want to 
be honest and frank with you. I don’t believe in kidding 
anybody. I don’t think any President should say cate- 
gorically no. Catastrophes come up that we can’t forecast 
or can’t anticipate. But as we look at our programs, as 
we look at the demands, I would say today as I said yes- 
terday to a group of farmers, the chances of any inter- 
ference with our export programs in the future are literally 
nil, and I think that is pretty good assurance, under the 
circumstances. 


FEDERAL HIGHWAY PROGRAM 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. As a member of the 
highway construction industry, I compliment you on your 
position on the common situs legislation. 

My question relates to the Federal highway system, 
which was constructed basically on a cost pro rata of 90-10 
percent, Federal and State funds. What would your posi- 
tion be for proposal for proportionate funding of main- 
tenance of this rather vital asset since the Federal Govern- 
ment today puts in no funds whatsoever toward the main- 
tenance of that construction? 


Tue Presiwent. The Federal Government, as you in- 
dicated, since the mid-1950’s, under the interstate high- 
way program, has contributed 90 percent of the construc- 
tion costs. I think our first obligation is to complete the 
construction of the interstate system. We are roughly 85 
percent completed, as I recollect the latest figures, and in 
3 years, or maybe 4, we anticipate with some very minor 
exceptions to have the interstate system of, I think it is, 
42,000 miles completed. 


I don’t think that we should get into maintenance un- 
til we have completed construction. Once we have com- 
pleted construction, I think the President, working with 
the Congress, ought to take a look at what our resources 
ought to be and where we ought to spend them. 

Now even though the interstate system is completed, 
we have got a lot of primary and secondary roads in Illi- 
nois, in Michigan, in Wisconsin that still have to be con- 
structed. So we have got to balance the completion of the 
interstate system, the completion of our primary and sec- 
ondary roads, our so-called farm-to-market roads. And, 
then, I think we can take an honest look to see what we 
ought to do in the area of maintenance. I don’t think I 
should make you categorical promises because we are 3 
or 4 years away from the completion, certainly, of the first 
segment of the interstate system. 


WOMEN IN THE ADMINISTRATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am from Champaign. You have 
given women all the equal rights they want to work in your 
campaign for reelection. Many women hold responsible 
positions in your local, State, and national campaign or- 


ganizations. If you are reelected, in part through the ef- 
forts of these women, how do you plan to let women par- 
ticipate in your Administration? For example, would you 
consider a woman as your Vice Presidential runningmate? 

Tue Present. I have already said, and I will repeat 
it, that I think we ought to judge people in public office 
on the quality, not necessarily on whether they are a man 
or a woman. 

We have some outstanding Republican women, along 
with some outstanding Republican men, who ought to 
be considered by the convention and myself and other 
leaders in the consideration of a Vice Presidential candi- 
date. 

I might add a postscript. I am very proud of what we 
have done in my Administration in the recognition of 
women. I have a Cabinet officer, Carla Hills, who is Sec- 
retary of HUD. The head of the National Labor Relations 
Board is Betty Murphy, a woman. We have the first U.S. 
Ambassador to Great Britain, Anne Armstrong. We have 
two other newly appointed Ambassadors, one to Nepal and 
one to Luxembourg, both women. We have given recogni- 
tion in many sub-Cabinet offices to women. They make a 
significant contribution, and we are proud to have them. 

I can assure you that we will give the same considera- 
tion in the future, including the consideration of qualified 
women, as far as potential candidates for Vice President. 


FEDERAL ROLE IN MEDICAL MALPRACTICE INSURANCE 
CRISIS 


Q. Mr. President, I am a doctor from Rantoul. The 
medical community is gravely concerned with the mal- 
practice crisis and the rising cost of malpractice insurance. 
If this continues, it will have a catastrophic effect upon our 
current health care delivery system. My question is, do you 
visualize any relief of this situation from the Federal level? 

Tue Present. I am very familiar with the crisis that 
has arisen almost in every State across the United States. 
California had a very unfortunate situation. My State of 
Michigan is faced with somewhat comparable circum- 
stances. Anyplace you go, the cost of malpractice insurance 
has risen 300, 400, 500 percent. And, the net result is, 
that the doctors of this country are faced with buying the 
insurance with the necessity of added costs in health care 
throughout the United States. These matters have gen- 
erally been handled at the State level, and I think properly 
so. But if these circumstances expand, become more acute, 
more serious, reaching near disaster proportions, I think 
the Federal Government would be neglectful of its respon- 
sibilities if we did not in some way first study the problem, 
and if there is a Federal answer, submit it across the 
country. 

I don’t think we are at that point at this time, but it 
is something that certainly ought to be analyzed by the 
proper authorities in Washington, and it will be. 
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FEDERAL ENERGY ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I am a petroleum marketer. As you 
know, the petroleum marketers have been under some 
form of price and allocation control since 1971. Because 
of their small size they are incapable of dealing with all of 
the Federal Energy Agency regulations and the repeated 
investigations covering the same periods of time. For ex- 
ample, one of the sentences in a recent FEA regulation is 
longer than the Gettysburg Address. The Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act requires that these controls be 
eliminated. Just how quickly may we expect this to 
happen? 

Tue Preswent. I think the head of the Federal 
Energy Administration, Mr. Frank Zarb, will be submit- 
ting some proposals under this new law in the very near 
future. I can’t recall the precise date, but it will be timely 
done. As a matter of fact, it is long overdue. If we could 
only deregulate domestic oil and gas we would have a lot 
greater supplies and the marketing system would work a 
lot better. But I think in the specific case you are talking 
about—those regulations—getting rid of the regulations 
will be coming along rather shortly. 


DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF ENERGY 


Q. Mr. President, I am from Rantoul. I also have a 
question concerning energy. The country has noted your 
concern with the energy crisis. In view of the developing 
shortage of fossil fuels and problems involving the use of 
nuclear energy, what is being done by our Nation, and 
the Federal Government in particular, to develop alter- 
nate sources of energy such as wind, sun, tide, geothermal 
sources, and so forth, and in your opinion, is sufficient 
effort being applied to meet the gravity of this situation? 

Tue Presment. I think that is a very significant 
question because our domestic supplies of oil are decreas- 
ing. They have been decreasing every year since 1973, and 
until we get the Alaskan Pipeline completed and that 2 
million barrels per day starts to flow, it is going to go down 
more rapidly. And as long as the Congress won’t enact 
deregulation of natural gas, our domestic production of 
natural gas is going to continue to go down, and the net 
result is we will be more and more and more dependent 
on foreign oil. And for the last year the import of foreign 
oil has gone up every month, literally every day. So what 
we have to do is to take a look at nuclear energy, but also 
some of these exotic fuel sources that you mentioned. 

Let me, in a broad sense, tell you what we have done. 
For the Energy Research and Development Agency [Ad- 
ministration], ERDA, I recommended about a 30 percent 
increase in research and development in the fuel sources 
that you mentioned. 

In the case of solar heat, I recommended—the current 
level is about $80 million a year in research for solar— 
I recommended for the next fiscal year $116 to $120 mil- 
lion. We have increased the research and development for 


geothermal, we have increased the research funding for 
wind, all of these areas which today contribute very little. 
And our energy supplies can be significant if we get a 
breakthrough through research in 5 years from now or 
certainly 10 years. 

I can assure you, we have literally given to the scientific 
community all of the money that the experts tell me we 
can responsibly spend. They won’t produce it overnight, 
but the potential is there, and with the funding that the 
Federal Government is putting in, I think we will have a 
breakthrough in those exotic fuel areas. 


FEDERAL ESTATE TAX EXEMPTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I am from Rantoul, Illinois. Would 
you care to further comment on the status of your pro- 
posals concerning the increase in Federal estate tax 
exemptions? 

Tue Present. Back in the 1930’s by law the estate 
tax exemption was set at $60,000. It has not been in- 
creased since that time. And if you just take the escalation 
in the cost of living, it ought to be considerably higher. 

In order to retain the stability and the strength and the 
contributions of the family farm and the family-owned 
business, I have recommended that the Secretary of the 
Treasury submit to the Congress in the regular procedure 
two things that ought to be done. One, to increase that 
exemption from $60,000 to $150,000. And in addition, 
I have asked the Secretary of the Treasury to testify and 
recommend to the Congress that there be a moratorium 
in the payment of estate taxes for a period of 5 years and 
then a period of 10 years where the remaining estate tax 
would be paid on a graduated basis with a 4 percent in- 
terest rate. So the net result is, we increase the exemption 
and we also spread out the payment of whatever taxes are 
still left. 

The net result is, we can retain the ownership of a 
family-owned farm within the family and we can retain 
the ownership of a family-owned business within the 
family. I think this is wholesome for America, and I hope 
the Congress responds affirmatively. 


U.S. POLICY AT THE UNITED NATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I am a student at U of I. Lately the 
third world nations have been pushing in the UN for 
more power. And we have had Patrick Moynihan, and I 
thought he did a great job in the UN. He reversed the 
position of the United States that we had taken in the UN 
in the last few years. I wonder if you expect Governor 
Scranton to keep this up or go back to the conservative 
way we have been doing things? 

THE PresipenT. Let me remind you that I appointed 
Pat Moynihan to be the U.N. Ambassador. I gave him 
the instructions to do as he did at the United Nations, and 
he did a superb job. And I am very proud of him. For 
very personal reasons, he made a decision to leave the 
United Nations. What he tried to do was to tell some of 
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these nations that they could not continuously pick on the 
United States and then ask us to be generous with them. 
He was carrying out my foreign policy. I can assure you 
that Bill Scranton will do precisely the same thing, and 
he will continue that policy in the future. | 


GRAIN INSURANCE LEGISLATION; PRESIDENTIAL VETOES 


Q. Mr. President, I am from Champaign. There is a 
bill, H.R. 2963, in the House Agriculture Committee, to 
create a Federal Grain Insurance Corporation, FGIC, to 
insure accounts in elevators as the FDIC does for deposits 
in banks. Is this safeguard for America’s grain farmers 
likely to be passed in this session, so it will be just as fi- 
nancially safe to store a bushel of grain in an elevator as 
it is to store a dollar in a bank? 

Tue PresivenT. That legislation, as I understand it, 
is sponsored by Paul Findley over here, the Congressman 
from your State. He is on the Committee on Agriculture. 
He could probably more authoritatively answer that ques- 
tion, whether Congress will pass it or not. 

I can’t precisely tell you the status of that legislation in 
the Committee on Agriculture. I think on the surface it 
seems to have some merit, but you asked the question, is 
Congress going to pass it. Well you have got a Senator 
and three Members of the Congress. They are probably 
better authorities on what Congress will or won’t do than 
I am. Sometimes I wish they would move a lot faster and 
on some occasions I wish they would stop—not these peo- 
ple, but the majority--sending down to Congress these 
crazy inflationary expenditure bills. 

As long as I have opened up a new subject—({laugh- 
ter|—you know, in the last 19 months I vetoed 46 bills 
sent down from Capitol Hill. I guess that is a record. But 
I know what they were trying to do. They were trying to 
bust the budget. I vetoed 39 of them—-I vetoed 46, and 
they sustained 39, and we saved the Federal Treasury and 
the taxpayers $13 billion, and that is progress. 


FINANCIAL COMMUNITY REFORM LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am president of a bank in Rantoul 
and also president of the Illinois Bankers Association. Na- 
turally, you are going to have some financial overtones to 
my remarks and also to the question. 

A few years ago the Hunt Commission was formed 
under the previous Administration for the purpose of pro- 
posing reform in the financial industries. The recom- 
mendations by the Hunt Commission were used as the 
base for the recently passed bill, Number 1267, in the 
Senate. Known as the Financial Institutions Act, this 
legislation is now being considered in the House under 
what they call the Financial Reform Bill of 1976. This 
legislation, if passed, in its present form would seriously 
discriminate against the bank customer. 

For example, the savings and loans and other thrifts 
would be allowed checking accounts, consumer lending, 

~ and trust powers. This in essence would give them’ the 


main functions of a bank, but they would still retain the 
interest differential which would allow them to pay a 
quarter of a percent more to their savings customers than 
would the banks be able to pay. Banking does not mind 
competition, but if others come into the banking ballpark 
to play, then the same set of rules should apply. 

My question then is this: Since the present bill in the 
House is 217 pages long, and much time is needed to 
study it, and hopefully amendments will be made to that 
bill, is the Administration pushing for fast passage of that 
particular bill, or would it be possible for this to be delayed 
possibly as long as a year to enable the authorities there in 
Washington, as well as the banking and other financial 
industries, to consider this and get a more meaningful bill 
and a more equitable bill passed? 

THE PresipENT. As I understand it, the Hunt Com- 
mission or committee was formed 3 or 4 years ago. It took 
several years of intensive study by a group of experts repre- 
senting all segments of the financial community. They 
made recommendations. Those recommendations were 
submitted to the House, as well as the Senate. The Senate, 
in the Senate Committee on Banking, held extensive hear- 
ings, I am told, and the Senate has passed the legislation. 

The House Committee on Banking and Currency, I 
understand, has also held some hearings. I can’t tell you 
the precise number, but it is a proposal that has been on 
the agenda for 3 or 4 years. It is something that has not 
been a sudden, unexpected proposal, so all parties—the 
proponents as well as the opponents—have had an op- 
portunity of educating the Members of the House as well 
as the Senate. And I am sure that the Congress is going to 
give it the deliberate consideration that it ought to get. 

I don’t think I should say, “Give it another year.” There 
has been 4 years of study on the matter, and if the Con- 
gress or the House of Representatives continues to move 
ahead responsibly, I don’t think we should ask for any 
delay. There has been very ample time for this whole mat- 
ter to be considered. 

As I recall, it was before the House and Senate for 2 
years in the last Congress, and this is the second year of 
this Congress. So, it seems to me there has been time for 
all parties to have their day in court. But I expect the 
House will hold hearings and act in the committee and 
take action in the Senate. There are a lot of good points 
in there. There are controversial points, but those who 
object ought to get to the committee, get friends on the 
floor of the House to take their cause. But just to ask cate- 
gorically for another vear of study when we have had 4 
or 5, I can’t say that I will do that. 


DEREGULATION OF ENERGY RESOURCES 


Q. Mr. President, I am from Rantoul. I am in the 
petroleum business, also. I was very encouraged by re- 
marks you made about the government getting out of the 
free enterprise system. I think everybody would look for- 
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ward to that. However, as early as December of 1975, you 
signed a bill into law that gave the FEA 40 additional 
months of control over the oil companies, and you con- 
tinued the present entitlement program. 

Now, according to the oil company experts—and I real- 
ize there are government experts and there are oil com- 
pany experts—but this will create more dependency upon 
foreign crude, which is climbing every day and is up to 
over 40 percent at this time. We talk about these things, 
but when will government quit tinkering in free 
enterprise? 

THE Preswent. In November of 1974, I got the re- 
sults of about a year’s study called Project Independence 
that gave us a blueprint for making us independent from 
foreign oil sources. In January of 1975, I submitted an 
energy program to the Congress and in effect it would, 
number one, deregulate natural gas. It would in effect 
deregulate the domestic oil industry. But the Congress, 
after milling and hauling and taking 12 months, sent 
down to my desk this legislation to which you refer. It 
was about half good and about half bad. But, the alter- 
natives of vetoing it, in my opinion, were worse than ac- 
cepting it, and with great reservations—and I so stated— 
I accepted it. 

Now we are implementing it, and we are going to get 
rid of the redtape and the limitations under it just as 
quickly as we can. The Congress set the 40-month period. 
I did not ask for it. They set it, and we are going to get 
rid of it just as fast as the law will provide. And we are 
going to permit the escalation over the 40-month period 
so that we can hopefully stimulate more domestic produc- 
tion. 

Q. We could use all your help. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well we have a more important issue 
right now. The Senate passed a good deregulation bill 
for natural gas. The House really did a bad job, and the 
net result is, we are going to have no incentive to increase 
domestic natural gas production. And every day that we 
get less and less U.S. domestic natural gas production— 
and it is inevitable—it means we buy more and more and 
more Arab foreign oil. That is not good for the United 
States. 

So if you want to twist some arms with some Congress- 
men and tell them to make up for the mistake they made, 
then we can really move forward in this energy produc- 
tion business. 


SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, I am Doug Mills, a local banker. 

Tue Presipent. Wasn’t there a Doug Mills that was 
a basketball coach and athletic director? 

Q. He is a few years older than I am, but I was named 
after him, yes. 

At the present time, citizens not participating in a pen- 
sion or profit-sharing fund may invest a maximum of 


$1,500 per year in individual retirement accounts. We 
know these as IRA’s. Would you support legislation that 
would permit and encourage all citizens to provide for 
a portion of their retirement through the mechanism of 
the IRA’s, or the individual retirement accounts? 


THE PRESIDENT. I was a supporter of what we call the 
Keogh plan, and I am sure you are familiar with that. 
That has been increased from $1,500 to $2,500, as I 
recollect. There is the IRA program. I have recommended 
something along this line so that individuals can invest 
in American corporations and get a tax deferral. 


In other words, I think it is $1,500 a year. If they invest 
in American corporate securities, they can then get a 
deferral of their tax and pay the tax when they retire at 
the retirement age. I happen to believe very strongly in 
supplemental retirement programs, whether it is Keogh 
or any one of the others. So, anything that can be justified 
within reason, the answer is categorically yes. 


CONSOLIDATION OF FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, I am from Champaign, Illinois. As 
superintendent of schools, I am rather concerned with 
the problem of funding public education, particularly in 
these days. So I have what you might call a composite 
question which is really related more to the immediate 
future than today. 


I would like to know what your views are on the role 
of the Federal Government in the partnership with State 
and local governments in the general funding of educa- 
tion, what proportionate share you see the Federal Gov- 
ernment bears when such a partnership develops, and 
how you see the Federal Government going from cate- 
gorical aids to general aids, and how you see the role of 
the President in producing such movement? 


THE PresipENT. You have opened one of my favorite 
subjects. At the present time the Federal Government has 


_ roughly 27 categorical grant programs for primary, sec- 


ondary, vocational, and education for the disabled. 
Twenty-seven of them, as I recollect. Each one has their 
own bureaucracy. In each case separate forms have to be 
filled out. It is an endless, discouraging process, I suspect. 
Every educator that I talk to tells me that. 

Now the Federal Government in the last fiscal year or 
in the current fiscal year is contributing roughly $3,100 
million in all of these programs. In my judgment, the best 
way for Uncle Sam to make an investment in primary 
and secondary and other educational areas is to junk all 
those categorical grant programs and to put them all in 
a block grant program, add a sweetener to get the support, 
and that is what I did. 

I have submitted to the Congress a $3,300 million pro- 
gram and have said that if we go to block grants from 
categorical grants, we will add $150 or $200 million a 
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year just to make sure that adequate funding is available. 
And we have agreed to hold harmless every school district 
in every State in order to get away from this paper- 
shuffling which must drive all of you crazy and just adds 
to a lot of tonnage in paper down in Washington. 

Let me summarize it this way. Instead of worrying 
about whether forms are filled out correctly, we should 
be more concerned about how we educate our children. 
That is the crux of the matter. 

Just be quiet a minute. I am being urged to end the 
questions, but I also heard as I was coming in the admoni- 
tion that only questions could be asked by all of the people 
in this distinguished group right out in front here. Now 
if we can do it orderly, we will take one question from 
over there in the seats and one question from here, so if 
somebody in those seats will stand up and ask a question, 
I will be glad to answer it. Speak up now. 


HONESTY IN GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, how can we restore more honesty in 
government? 

Tue Presiwent. There have been, unfortunately, 
instances of dishonesty in government at the local and 
State and in the Federal level. But I do have to say this— 
and I have had a great deal of experience with Federal 
as well as State and local individuals—I think people in 
government do as well in that area as people in other 
professions or in other areas. We have a few in business 
and labor and education and others that don’t meet those 
standards either. 

But I think the American voter group or public can 
spend more time looking at the candidates, making their 
judgments, and then they will be darn sure to get honest 
people 100 percent in the Federal Government. 


! ABORTION 


Q. Mr. President, would you give us your views on 
the abortion issue and the recent controversy which has 
swept through our country? 

THE PresipENT. The question is raised about the con- 
troversy which is very deepseated, very controversial, as 
to what to do in the field of abortion. We have fine, decent 
people on either side and a good many in the middle on 
that issue. I happen to believe that the Supreme Court 
decision went too far. On the other hand, I think some 
of the constitutional amendments proposed likewise go 
far, too far. I think there is an area where we can find an 
answer and it is not way over here and it is not way over 
there and some of us are trying to achieve that proper 
balance. 

I thank you all very, very much for the opportunity 
of being here. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at a public forum spon- 


sored by the Chambers of Commerce of Champaign, Urbana, and 
Rantoul, Ill. 


Rantoul, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at the Chanute Community 
Foundation Reception. March6, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, It’s wonderful to be here, 
and I thank the Chairman; I thank the good Mayor, Mr. 
McJilton. It’s delightful to have with us here the out- 
standing Secretary of Agriculture, Senator Chuck Percy, 
Congressman Ed Madigan, Congressman Paul Findley, 
my very good friend and your former great Governor, 
Dick Ogilvie. I hope I haven’t missed anybody. 

The last 2 days in Illinois have been superb and, of 
course, this meeting here today is likewise a very wonder- 
ful experience for me. And I thank all of you for coming 
out on a Saturday afternoon, whether you come from 
your farms or your business or Chanute Field. 

And speaking of Chanute Field, we’ve got an outstand- 
ing Secretary of Defense in Don Rumsfeld who comes 
from the great State of Illinois, and I think Don ought to 
come down here and take a look at it. 

I might add, I had a wonderful experience out there 
listening to that delightful chorus. They sang just the kind 
of songs I like, and I suspect all of you do, too. But I also 
understand that the band from Rantoul High School 
postponed, at least, if not didn’t go to the State Band 
Championship to play while I’m here. And if they delayed 
their departure, I’m thankful, and I am most apprecia- 
tive, obviously, if they forewent the opportunity to go 
down to the championship. That kind of dedication I am 
most grateful for. 

Now, let’s talk about farm policy and let’s say a word 
or two about defense. Let’s take farm policy first. I, of 
course, have long believed in the kind of farm policy 
that Earl Butz has been promoting—full production, ex- 
ports of the greatest amount that the United States has 
ever done. We were checking some figures last night. Be- 
tween our commitments to sell to Japan, to Eastern Eu- 
rope, to Western Europe, to the Soviet Union, we are 
expanding America’s greatest resource in a very respon- 
sible way. And farmers will be prosperous and America 
will be prosperous because of the importance of agricul- 
ture to all of us. 

But let me assure you that we are going to support the 
exports to the maximum, and I can assure you of one 
thing: Farm exports will never be used as a pawn in inter- 
national politics. 

But let’s take a minute to talk about national security. 
The United States today is second to none in military 
capability, and that’s because we have the best weapons, 
we have the best personnel, we have the best aircraft, 
we have the best trained people. The United States is 
strong. It can handle the problem of deterring aggression, 
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it can handle the problem of protecting our national se- 
curity, and through strength we can maintain the peace. 

But I have to warn you that if the trend that has gone 
on for the last 10 years, where we are spending relatively 
less a percentage of our overall Federal expenditures for 
national security and a correspondingly greater percent- 
age of our total expenditures by the Federal Government 
for domestic programs—we will be in jeopardy. 

Ten years ago, out of the total Federal expenditures, we 
spent roughly 42 percent for national security, and we 
spent about 31 or 32 percent for various domestic pro- 
grams. Last year, we spent about 24 percent for national 
security and about 51 percent for all our domestic pro- 
grams. Now we can’t tolerate that situation, 

Domestic programs have been going up at the rate of 
about 11 percent a year, and the military spending has 
been under pressure to hold the level or to go down. And 
the budget that I submitted a year ago, at that time was 
the largest peacetime budget in the history of the United 
States. Congress cut it $74 billion. They shouldn’t have 
done it, but they did. 


In January of this year, I submitted the biggest peace- 
time budget for the Defense Department in the history 
of the United States—$112.7 billion—the largest peace- 
time military budget in the history of the United States. 
But it’s important, and Congress had better not cut it. 
They just can’t, because while we, for the last 10 years 
were spending a corresponding lesser amount of our 
wherewithal in national security, the Soviet Union was 
adding to their expenditures. 


Now we are strong. We have the necessary capability 
to deter aggression, to protect our national interest, and 
to maintain the peace through strength. But I need your 
support to make sure that we get what we want, so the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and the Marines can con- 
tinue to do the outstanding job with the best equipment, 
the best personnel, the best training—just the best. 

I need your help, and I say I think the Members of 
the House and Senate here will support me. But keep 
your eye on them. [Laughter] Don’t let them cut it. If 
they want to add to it, that’s all right with me, but we’ve 
got enough and we will be strong. We can reassure our 
allies, and we can negotiate from strength with any 
adversary. ? 


It’s great to be here. It is just a wonderful day here in 
Rantoul. It has been a great day and a half in all of II- 
linois. And I wish Betty were here, but she wore herself 
out last week down in Florida trying to help get my polls 
up to hers so I might win. [Laughter] 

I do thank you very much. It’s great to be here with all 
of your fine Congressmen, and I thank you very much for 
the chance to come to Redwood Inn. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at the Redwood Inn. 


Marion, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters Upon Arrival at the Williamson 
County Airport. March 6, 1976 


THE PreEsIpENT. Gee, it’s wonderful to be down here in 
Williamson County. It’s wonderful to be down here in 
this just great part of Illinois. 

I have had one of the most exhilarating, inspiring 
experiences in the last day and a half, and I found this 
out—I knew it before, but it has been reemphasized— 
what great agriculture you have in Illinois, what great 
industry you have in Illinois, what great resources you 
have in Illinois, but most important, what great people 
you have in Illinois. 

And I have had the privilege and pleasure of being, 
in the last day and a half, with some of your outstanding 
public officials—Senator Chuck Percy, Congressman Paul 
Findley, Congressman Bob Michel, Congressman Ed 
Madigan—well, they’re great. And I brought along with 
me one of my favorite people not only from Washington 
but elsewhere, a great guy who does a lot for one of your 
most important industries. And I am talking about the 
Secretary of Agriculture, Earl Butz. 

But let me take a minute, if I might. I mentioned agri- 
culture, industry, your resources, and your people. 

In industry, what are we trying to do? We are trying 
to come out—and we are doing it very successfully—out 
of the recession that we had that bottomed out last 
March. And every week for the last 5 weeks, we have 
more people employed; we have less unemployment. And 
we are doing it at the same time that we are cutting 
inflation. 

In other words, your factories in II]linois are beginning 
to hum, and they are going to be producing more and 
more and more in the months ahead. And that’s because 
we have had the right policies, and the American people 
didn’t quit; they didn’t panic. They were strong, and they 
believed in the free enterprise system. 

But as I said, you also have in this great State the most 
production in all areas of agriculture. Agriculture is vitally 
important for all America. It is important for a wide 
variety of reasons. It is important for the farmers. Some 5 
percent of the farmers in this country—5 percent of the 
population works on the farm, and they produce more 
food and more fiber than we can eat and wear. And thank 
goodness for their productivity. And their products are 
vitally important as we sell overseas, as we send the mes- 
sage from America that we are a great nation. And the 
farmers of this country contribute significantly to that 
greatness. 

But let’s talk now about the resources. As I was flying 
in, I could not help but notice—and I have done a little 
reading, too—that in this area of the country, this great 
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State, this land of Lincoln, you have probably the greatest 
inventory of bituminous coal in all of the United States. 
And what does that mean? It means that as we move 
ahead, as we try to solve the energy problem, as we try to 
free ourselves from the talons of the oil cartel in foreign 
lands, America has to come to this area of the country and 
utilize those great natural resources that you have right 
here, among them bituminous coal. 

Let’s talk for a minute about the people. I have had the 
great experience, starting down there and coming up to 
here, of shaking hands with a lot of wonderful young peo- 
ple, some in the middle-age group and some of those senior 
citizens who have made a great contribution to the good 
America that we have today. 

The older people who have worked and earned retire- 
ment must be protected as they live their older years in 
comfort and retirement. Those of us—and I guess I am 
stretching it a bit—in the middle-age group have an ob- 
ligation to continue the great work done by those who 
have worked and who are now retired, so that we can 
make America better step by step, day by day, month by 
month. And why do we really want to do it? Because we 
want to help all these young people that are right in the 
front row and others who are here, so that when they get 
through school—elementary, secondary, graduate—that 
they can move into society and have a better America than 
we had. That is our obligation. They deserve everything 
that we can do for them to keep America prosperous at 
home and strong, to keep the peace, to deter aggression, to 
make it certain that we are strong enough that nobody 
would dare touch an inch of soil of the United States of 
America, and we are. 

And let me say that as I leave to go to another meeting, 
I am grateful for all of you who are here. And I under- 
stand there are quite a few who, for traffic reasons or other 
reasons could not get here. Will all of you say hello to 
them for me? 

Let me thank each of you for coming and saying hello 
to me. It has been a great, great opportunity here in this 
fine airport to visit with all of you and to say thank you for 
being here. And I hope on a week from Tuesday, I can 
get a vote or two. 

Thank you very, very much. 

[At this point, the President concluded his remarks to the crowd at 
the airport and began a question-and-answer session with reporters.] 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday your son, Jack, said that 
Senator Percy might be a good candidate for you as a 
running mate, and since he is traveling with you, have you 
at all discussed that matter? 

THE PresIpENT. We have not discussed it, but I, about 
a month ago, in listing the vast wealth of potential Repub- 
lican candidates, included my good friend, Chuck Percy. 
So yes, he certainly would be among those to be 
considered. 


Q. Mr. President, good rail transportation is essential 
to the mine and agricultural needs here in Illinois, but 
good rail transportation is not available. Would you be in 
support of Federal legislation whereby the Government 
would purchase the rails, prepare the rails and then, in 
turn, lease the rails to the individual companies? 

THE PREsSwENT. Well I just signed, about a month 
ago, the $6 billion Rail Revitalization Act which I recom- 
mended to the Congress and the Congress passed. And 
under that legislation, there will be a significant contri- 
bution made to the rail revitalization in this area of 
the State of Illinois. We will try to buy better equipment. 
We will try to rebuild the roads, and we will do a lot of 
things to make the railroads a more vital part of our 
economy. 

Q. President Ford, we have got a problem down here 
in southern Illinois. We have got some 5 million black- 
birds roosting in an old Christmas tree farm. We are not 
the only part of Illinois that has got the birds, and we are 
not the only State in the United States that has the birds. 
Illinois farmers are particularly frustrated about the Gov- 
ernment’s seeming inability to do anything about it. 
Should you be elected, would you support legislation next 
year favoring getting rid of these damn birds once and 
for all? 

THE Preswent. Well, I was talking to Senator Percy 
about that problem on the way down here, and I am very 
cognizant of the dangers, both to health and otherwise. 
But I remind you that about 2 weeks ago, I signed legis- 
lation that would give certain authority in the areas of 
Tennessee and Kentucky for some action to try and 
eliminate or eradicate that problem in that particular 
area. My answer to you is, I have already done something 
in the area where it was very acute. And I think that is 
something we have to face up to and find a better answer, 
because, apparently, what was tried in that area was not 
too successful. So I will work with the Congress in trying 
to find something so we can eliminate the problem you 
indicate. 


Q. Mr. President, what about the recent misconduct 
on the part of big corporations such as Lockheed? What 
does your Administration plan to do to see that that kind 
of overseas illegal involvement that violates our domestic 
laws does not happen again? 

Tue Present. As far as this Administration is con- 
cerned, we will not tolerate any violation of domestic laws 
in the United States or the laws of any country in which 
an American corporation operates. I have put together 
a top level group in my Administration to study the prob- 
lem and to make sure that we have all the answers we can 
possibly get, so this bad image of the United States will 
end, period. 

Thank you all very, very much. It is nice to see you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. 
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Marion, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at the John A. Logan Community College. 
March 6, 1976 


Tue Present. Thank you very, very much, Dr. Tarvin, 
President Able, President Klaus, Senator Percy, Congress- 
man Findley, Congressman Simon, students, faculty, and 
guests of the three great educational institutions: 

It’s a very great privilege and a very high honor for me 
to be here in Williamson County with all of you this after- 
noon. It’s very, very good to be in the heartland of Amer- 
ica where the people are great, and I thank you very 
much for the very warm welcome. 

The purpose of my visit can be summed up in just a 
very few words. As much as I believe in a strong and pros- 
perous American automobile industry, I’m here to say that 
this year, there is absolutely no reason whatsoever to trade 
in your Ford for a new model—especially one that hasn’t 
even been road-tested. [Laughter] 


I look forward to answering your questions, but first let 
me make a very few brief remarks. I am delighted to see 
the growth and the progress you’ve made here in this part 
of Illinois. As you know, not so long ago the economic 
picture here wasn’t all that bright, and some people had 
lost faith in this great area of the Land of Lincoln. Well, it’s 
obvious that those doomsayers were wrong. Your future is 
bright. It’s as full of strength and hope as you are. 


The signs of economic growth are here in Marion, for 
instance, where you have a growing population, a growing 
tourist industry, a new bank, a new supermarket and, I’m 
told, even a new movie theater. I’m as confident, if not 
more so, that your growth will continue. Your confidence, 
your drive, your initiative, your faith in progress will make 
it happen. 

In this great Nation as a whole, we can also see a far, 
far brighter future ahead because we’ve steered a very 
steady, a very firm, and a very good course. 

There were those who had lost faith in our country. 
They were doomsayers, cynics, skeptics. They didn’t be- 
lieve in America. They had lost faith in this great country, 
in its economic system. But they were dead wrong. There 
were those who said gas would be a dollar a gallon by 
now. They were wrong. There were those who said the 
only way to beat unemployment was to have government- 
supplied jobs, one on top of another, and they were wrong. 

It was not a time for panic, but it was time to take 
strong, affirmative action. This Administration was con- 
fident that we could defeat the recession without surrend- 
ering to inflation, and we're doing it. 

All the jobs lost to the recession have now been re- 
covered. We got a report just yesterday from the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics that we had 86,300,000 gainfully em- 


ployed. It matched the all-time number of people em- 
ployed in this great country. 

Inflation has been cut in half. The wholesale price 
index fell a half of one percent in February. That’s the 
biggest monthly decline in nearly a year. It’s just another 
indication that we are bringing under control the fright- 
ening inflation of 121% to 13 percent about 17 or 18 
months ago. Consumer confidence and a host of other 
economic indicators are up, and we’re going to keep them 
up. 

We're going to make sure, we’re going to be positive 
that there are enough real jobs created by the economy— 
not by Government—so that all of you, some 2 million of 
you who come from our schools can use the skills you 
have learned in these three colleges and live a rich, re- 
warding life in this great country where we all are so 
proud. 

You and I and every other thinking American wants 
long-term, sustainable growth that won’t be under- 
mined by inflation. To keep the cost of living down, I 
intend to keep the cost of government down. We darn 
well better do it. 

We’ve already made some very real progress. My 
budget cuts in half the rate of growth in Federal spending 
we’ve seen over the last decade. And my 46 vetoes of legis- 
lation sent to me by the Congress in the last 19 months— 
39 of them have been sustained—and as a result of those 
vetoes—and the Congress has supported the sustaining 
of those vetoes—we have saved the taxpayer $13 billion. 
And we will veto more of them. 

By continuing the commonsense approach that I’ve 
been taking, we can have a balanced budget by 1979. 
And that means a further major tax cut will be possible, 
putting more money back into the American taxpayers 
pocket; that is, into your pocket. 

You have as many good uses for that money as the 
Government does, perhaps more. Another way we can 
hold down the cost of government is by using Federal 
dollars in the most effective way possible, not by junking 


‘good programs along with bad ones, not by dumping 


them into the laps of State and local units of government, 
but by sensibly improving the ones that do work and get- 
ting rid of those programs that don’t work. 

Revenue sharing is an excellent example of a Federal 
program that has worked. It combines the efficiency of 
the Federal revenue raising system with the effectiveness 
of local decisionmaking. Under the current 5-year pro- 
gram, which ends December 31 of 1976, State and local 
units of government in Illinois will have received $11 
billion in general revenue sharing funds from the Federal 
Government. That’s not just an abstract figure. Those 
dollars have helped educate your children. 

In Marion, they have helped build sewers and water 
lines; in Williamson County they have played a very 
crucial role in keeping you and your family safe from 
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crime. That’s the kind of responsive Federal program we 
need more of, not less. 

So I intend, hopefully with the help of Congress—put 
a little pressure on Paul Findley and Paul Simon over 
here. Tell them to get that legislation out of the Com- 
mittee on Government Operations and on the floor of 
the House and passed. It’s been there far too long. It 
ought to be passed by the Congress, not resting in “no 
action’’ in the Committee on Government Operations. 

I think Congress will finally pass it, but you have to 
really get the law enacted for the next 534 years so we can 
continue the general revenue sharing program. It will sub- 
stantially increase the amount of money flowing back to 
your State and local units of government. 

Revenue sharing has proven its value in any realistic 
appraisal of the Federal Government's role, and realism 
is what I believe in, not rhetoric. Part of what I think is a 
very realistic program—we have to take a hard look at 
our country’s long-term problems. 

Energy is high on that list. The long lines at the gaso- 
line stations may have faded from the memories of many 
Americans, but I haven’t forgotten them, and I hope you 
will not. They taught us a lesson to remember: that we 
are far, far too dependent on other countries for our en- 
ergy needs. And since those gasoline lines of some 24 
months ago, the production of American oil and gas has 
gone down, and we have become, day by day by day, 
more dependent on foreign oil sources. And that’s not 
good for America. 

Let me say, to deal with this urgent problem, I have 
submitted a score of major legislative proposals aimed at 
helping the United States to achieve energy independ- 
ence. Unfortunately, we’ve only had four out of those 13 
major proposals passed by the Congress. These other pro- 
posals are absolutely essential if America, by 1985, is go- 
ing to be independent of the impact of foreign oil energy 
sources. 

Our rich supplies of coal, which many of you in this area 
helped bring to the marketplace, play a very important 
role in making us energy independent. Under the national 
energy policy that I have recommended, this means a vital 
and essential, important role for the great State of Illinois, 
which has bigger bituminous coal reserves than any other 
State in the Union. You’re so lucky, you’re so fortunate, 
and so are we. 

Coal is our Nation’s most abundant energy resource. 
But production now— it’s hard to believe, but it’s true— 
is about the same as it was a half century ago, roughly 600 
million tons a year. 

I have urged a comprehensive coal policy to assure that 
our coal production will top one billion tons in 1985. My 
policy includes measures aimed at improving coal produc- 
tion, transportation, and its use. In the 1977 budget that 
I submitted to the Congress in January, I included a 28 
percent increase in the funding for coal research and de- 
velopment, so we can make the best possible use of our 


vast energy resource. And you have thousands and thou- 
sands and thousands of tons of that, right here in this area. 

We also have to make sure that we can get our energy 
to where it is needed. This demands a strong and efficient 
railroad system to make sure energy is available to fuel 
America’s industry. The Rail Revitalization Act of 1976, 
which Congress passed and I signed into law about a 
month ago, will help ensure the strong transportation in- 
dustry that we need to achieve our goal of energy 
independence. 

The act authorizes over $6 billion in appropriations 
and loan guarantees. Over $2 billion of that money will 
go to support a new rail system, Conrail, and enable it to 
upgrade its tracks and the quality of its service. This in- 
cludes lines stretching across Illinois eastward from St. 
Louis, and also south into this region, right through Wil- 
liamson County, improving transportation of coal. That’s 
just one way the Federal Government can play a positive, 
constructive part in an area like this rich and productive 
future. 

I intend to continue making government more respon- 
sive to your needs and the needs of all Americans, not by 
tilting the Federal Government on its ear, but by giving 
it a new balance—a balanced fiscal policy, a new balance 
of power between the Federal, State, and local authorities, 
a new balance between those who pay taxes and those who 
benefit from them. The word balance may not sound very 
dramatic, but I don’t believe government should he 
theatrical, just effective. 

And now, I'll be glad to answer your questions. 


QUESTIONS 


CONSOLIDATION OF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES 


Q. Mr. President, is it economically feasible for Mr. 
Carter, if he is elected, to consolidate all Government 
agencies into just a few? 

THE PREsIDENT. Let me see if I understand the ques- 
tion. If Mr. Carter is elected President, would it be feasible 
for him to consolidate all Federal Government agencies 
into just a few? Is that the question? 

Q. Yes, sir, that’s right. 

Tue Present. I don’t think it’s practical. I happen 
to believe that the basic structure—the basic structure— 
of the Federal Government is good. I think there must be 
some realignments, but I don’t think we have to tear it 
asunder and throw a lot of different departments into 
one or more that don’t have any relationship to one 
another. 

It may be desirable—let me put it this way—it may be 
desirable to establish what was done in 1947 or ’48, with 
what they call the Hoover Commission. The Hoover 
Commission was a group of outside, primarily, experts 
with a few Members of the Congress, and they studied 
about 2 years, the overall organizational setup of the 
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Federal Government. They made some recommendations. 
Congress approved roughly 75 percent of them. 

It may be desirable to take a look, but just to say you 
can have a quick fix, as some people have suggested, I 
don’t think is very practical. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


BASIC EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GRANT PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, according to the national student 
lobby and the Association of Illinois Student Governments, 
the basic educational opportunity grant has devastated 
billions of dollars. This has hurt students throughout the 
State in Illinois, because with the Illinois State Scholar- 
ship Commission, students are now being billed to pay 
back 14 percent of these funds. 

We would like to know if a bill passed—a supplemental 
bill for the basic educational opportunity grant through 
Congress or Senate—if you did sign it or not sign it. We 
would like to know if you would veto it. Also, we would 
like to know what the chances are, or what you would 
propose to change the bill from being where students 
would have to pay the money back? 

THe Present. Well, as I recollect, in the budget for 
fiscal 1977, I recommended about $1 billion in basic 
opportunity grant funding, which is a substantial increase 
over the present. Now, we have a wide variety of pro- 
grams in addition to the basic opportunity grant program. 
We have the loan guarantee; we have the work incentive 
program. There are three or four others; I can’t remem- 
ber their names. But it seems to me, that if the Government 
loans something to somebody, whether it’s for business 
or an education or anything else, and the person signs to 
borrow that money on those terms, there is an obligation 
to repay it. Now, the terms of repayment, as I think you 
know, are very generous. 

Q. I was understanding that, but mine was according 
to the grant that students receive. They receive so much 
money and this is not a pay-back situation. The question 
is students who are not financially able to go to college 
can receive basic educational opportunity grants. These 
are not pay-back money. The colleges receive the money, 
and they are disbursed to the students. These students— 
will they have to pay back this money in a percentage? 
Like the Illinois State Scholarship, they must pay back 
14 percent because they overimbursed people. 

THE Present. Well, as I understand the grant pro- 
grams, it’s literally a grant. Now what the schools or the 
States do—I think they match 10 percent, do they not?— 
20, it’s 20 percent. Now I don’t know what requirements 
the States have or the schools have for the repayment or 
the granting of the 20 percent, but if it’s a Federal grant, 
it’s a grant. 

But on the other hand, we have loan programs, and 
where there is an obligation to repay—aunder the generous 
terms, low interest and deferred payment—I think a stu- 


dent or anybody else, when you sign a contract, you ought 
to uphold it. But the grants, I think, are to be considered 
as such. And I submitted about $1 billion in basic oppor- 
tunity grants for the next fiscal year, which is a substantial 
increase over the present fiscal year funding. 


GRAIN SALES TO THE SOVIET UNION 


Q. Mr. President, I was wondering what the recent 
wheat failures, what kind of effect it would have upon our 
trade with Russia? 

THE PresipenT. The question is, as I understand it, 
what the projected wheat failure in Oklahoma, western 
Kansas, and that area would have on our trading with 
the Soviet Union. 

As I understand it from the Secretary of Agriculture, 
there is a potential 25 percent loss in that area of our 
wheat production, primarily a winter wheat area. I also 
am told that that potential 25 percent loss in that area, 
serious as it is to those farmers, is not a significant loss in 
our overall winter wheat production. 

Number two, we had a record crop of 2 billion bushels 
in 1975, an all-time record in the United States. So we 
have ample supplies from the carryover, and the unfortu- 
nate drought in that area—a lack of rain, a lack of snow 
cover—even if it stays where it is will not have a severely 
adverse impact on our wheat supplies in 1976, and, there- 
fore, would have, I think, no significant impact on our 
grain sales to the Soviet Union. 

Q. Thank you. 


EFFECT OF PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS ON RONALD 
REAGAN’S CAMPAIGN . 


Q. Mr. President, with your recent victories in New 
England and a possible win in Florida, would you con- 
sider that a big win here in IIlinois would be a knock-out 
blow to Ronald Reagan’s campaign? [Laughter] 

THE PresipEnT. Well, we won in New Hampshire; we 
won in Vermont; we won in Massachusetts. It’s a close 
race, but I think we’re going to win in Florida, and I’ve 
been impressed with the warm welcome here in the great 
State of Illinois. And after you win five in a row, I'd be 
very encouraged. But I think you would have to ask my 
opponent what he will do. That’s his decision, certainly 
not mine. 

Q. Thank you. 

HOUSE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE REPORT; 
MAKING IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


POLICY- 


Q. I just would like to start by saying I’m honored to 
have an audience and that I do love you, President Ford, 
and I love America. I was concerned—I read recently in 
the news that Secretary of State Henry Kissinger had 
accused Otis Pike of a brand of McCarthyism. And this 
kind of dissent going on between the executive branch 
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and the Congress is something very serious, especially 
when it concerns our intelligence community. I would like 
to know how you feel about Henry Kissinger’s accusation, 
if you feel that that was just, and I also have another re- 
lated question. 

I was recently speaking to a United States Attorney 
and I’m very concerned about what’s happening in the 
United States and in the world. And he stated that the 
President isn’t really running this country and neither is 
the Congress, but the bureaucrats are. And certainly, I’ve 
been watching your Administration very closely in try- 
ing to grasp what’s happening, and it seems to me that 
the balance of power is tipping in favor of the bureauc- 
racy and I, as a citizen, feel that there is need in our gov- 
ernment to balance this type of change. 

Tue PreswweEnt. Well, let me answer the first question 
in this way: The Pike Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives was given the job to investigate allegations con- 
cerning the Central Intelligence Agency and other intel- 
ligence gathering agencies to determine whether those 
agencies or individuals in those agencies had violated the 
law or the rights of American citizens. 

That committee came to the executive branch of the 
Government and asked for literally thousands and thou- 
sands and thousands of files and information. Probably 99 
percent of it was either top secret, secret, or confidential. 

And I issued an order that I would give to that com- 
mittee or order people under my jurisdiction to give to 
that committee all of the material they wanted—all of it— 
with the understanding that if they were to write a report 
and include any of the secret or top secret information in 
it, before they would print the report publicly—and if 
people in the executive branch said it would be injurious 
or harmful to the United States of America—they would 
give me the opportunity of reviewing that report. 

The committee did not follow through with that pro- 
cedure. Somebody eithcr on the committee staff or a mem- 
ber of the committee—and I don’t know which—released 
that report to the public without giving me the oppor- 
tunity of reviewing whether vital secrets of this country 
were to be made available to the enemy. 


Now, I think whoever released that report—whether 
it was a member of the committee or a member of the 
staff—did a great disservice to this country. And there was 
material in that report that was never approved, as I 
recollect, by all of the members of that committee. 


And to release that report with those secrets and those 
comments concerning the Secretary of State and others, 
I think was a disservice to this country. And the Secretary 
of State used the language that he did because he was 
distraught by the revelation of the classified material and 
the implications that were alleged against him. I think it 
was a very unfortunate action by somebody on the com- 
mittee or the staff of that committee, and I condemn it. 
I think it was a disservice to this country. 


Now, the second question. I don’t think the bureaucrats 
run this Government. The policies of this Administration 
and, I think, the policies of previous Administrations are 
made by the President, the Cabinet members, and the 
other top officials. 

I must confess, sometimes the orders that are issued in 
the White House or in the Department of Agriculture, at 
the top, are not always carried out precisely as they are 
directed. But basically, this country is run by those either 
who have been elected or those who have been appointed, 
and I don’t think we should lose faith in this Government. 
Some bureaucrats probably don’t do it the way we'd like 
it, but the system is good. All we have to do is correct it, 
and we’re working at it. 


FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON’S VISIT TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, what are your feelings about Mr. 
Nixon’s recent trip to Red China, and do you feel that 
that hurt your campaign? 

THE Presment. The question, as I understand it, was, 
how do I feel about Mr. Nixon’s trip to China and has it 
had an adverse impact on my campaign? 

I have said—and I think I should repeat—that Mr. 
Nixon was invited by the People’s Republic of China. He 
went there as a private citizen. He didn’t go there to carry 
out any foreign policy directives that I would issue as 
President of the United States. He went as a private citi- 
zen, as their guest. 

I do feel that the timing of the trip probably had some 
adverse impact in the New Hampshire primary—not 
enough, fortunately, but at least it may have had some. 
But overall, we haven’t been able to come to any concrete 
conclusion as to whether it was good or bad. I’m glad he 
is back safely, and we are just going on with our program 
in the Government and in the campaign, because we’ve 
got a lot of things to do. 

Q. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, as long as we’re talking about former 
President Nixon, do you think it’s right that the United 
States Government spent $250,000 while he was over 
there? 

Tue Present. Let me repeat the question so every- 
body knows it. The question is, was it right for the Fed- 
eral Government to pay $250,000 for Mr. Nixon to go 
to the People’s Republic of China? Is that the question? 

The Federal Government didn’t pay one penny for his 
transportation, for his lodging, for his food, the cost of— 
whatever it was—and I don’t know whether it was $250,- 
000 or not. But by law—by law— it’s mandatory that all 
former Presidents and all widows of former Presidents are 
given Secret Service protection. That’s what the law says. 
So whatever the cost was, it was required by law. I don’t 
think it was that much, but whatever the cost was it was a 
matter of law. And I happen to think we ought to obey 
the law. 
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BLACK LUNG LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, my question is on the new liberal- 
ization of the black lung act or law. Being a coal miner, 
I’m concerned about this and about your stance, and also 
Senator Percy and maybe some of the other men up there, 
what their opinion is on the new liberalization of the black 
lung act? 

Tue Presipent. Well, as I understand the legislation 
that passed the House a week or so ago by a vote of some 
240 to 183 against it, what it would do is—say that if a 
person worked in a coal mine for 30 years, he is guaran- 
teed a black lung pension or retirement, whatever it is. 
Whether he ended up with black lung or not, the pre- 
sumption is he does have it, and he would be paid. Now, 
that is as I understand the legislation passed by the House 
of Representatives. 

When I was in the Congress about 5, 6 years ago, when 
the first black lung legislation was enacted, I voted for it. 
It provided that if it was determined that a miner who 
was working or a miner who was retired had black lung, 
if it was determined by a medical examination, then that 
individual would qualify for black lung benefits. And it 
costs about a billion dollars a year at the present time to 
take care of that problem. 

But this is a significant change, because it doesn’t 
require a medical examination. It simply says, if you 
worked that long, it’s automatic. 

Now, I haven’t made up my mind, because it has only 
passed one-half of the Congress, but those are the facts as 
I understand it. If and when the legislation gets down to 
the White House, I will take a good look at it, but it’s a 
very significant change in existing law. And the Senate, 
I’m sure, will give it careful consideration before it gets to 
the White House. 

Q. May I make one comment, please, on that? How 
will this be funded, the new act? Will it be a direct tax on 
coal, or will it be a tax on the people? I think this is very 
important. I think most people want to know this. 

Also, I don’t know if you ever worked or have seen the 
inside of a coal mine, where a man has to work in an area 
where at times he is very fortunate to see from me to you 
very clearly, and the dust is so thick. Of course, it’s better 
now than it has been in the past 5 years, due to the new 
acts that Congress has passed. But if you would see and 
realize what 30 years of underground experience would 
do to a man’s health—I have a father and many of you 
men here have fathers and relatives—you see what it does 
to them, and I think this is very important. I think you 
need to really understand what this does to people. 

THe Preswent. Well, I fully support the present legis- 
lation which says if a person has—by medical examina- 
tion—acquired black lung, he ought to be paid. No 
question about that. 

Now in the House legislation, it’s my understanding 
that the payments under the new law, if it becomes law, 


would come out of the Treasury, not out of industry. I 
could be wrong, but that’s my best recollection. 

I think it’s a question the Senate ought to look into as 
to whether the industry ought to bear the burden or 
whether the general taxpayers should. I expect that the 
United States Senate will ask the experts in these areas 
for some opinions in that regard. 

Q. Will you veto it? 

THE Present. It’s only half-way through the Con- 
gress. I don’t indicate publicly until I see the black and 
white, until I see the language in the law or proposed law, 
as to whether I’m going to veto it or not. 

We will do one here, and then we’ve got a young man 
over here that I want to get a question from. 


THE ENVIRONMENT 


Q. Mr. President, although the environment is not a 
major campaign issue this year, it remains an important 
issue in the minds of many Americans. As President for 4 
additional years, what initiatives will you take to ensure 
that environmental quality is improved, especially in con- 
sideration of a report linking 80 to 90 percent of cancer 
to pollution of our air and water? 

Tue Present. I think that the environment ought to 
be discussed in this campaign. I think it’s a matter that 
shouldn’t be cast aside. It’s a vitally important problem 
in this country. We kind of woke up to the dangers of the 
environment, the damage that has been done to our air 
and water, about 6 years ago, and Congress passed some 
legislation to try and clean up the air and the water. Some 
substantial progress has been made. 

The Federal Government has spent about $18 billion 
to help local cities and communities clean up their water 
and sewerage problems. The Environmental Protection 
Agency has issued very strict regulations about industry 
and its efforts to clean up its discharge and to clean up 
what they do as far as the air is concerned. 

Now, I think we have shifted a little bit from an all-out 
effort to clean up the air and water in 5 years, after we 
destroyed it for about 100, so that we are going to probably 
stretch out some of these programs, because you just can’t 
overcome 100 years of neglect in a period of 5 years. 

But I can assure you from this Administration’s point 
of view, we are going to continue to have a sound, con- 
structive, broad-gauged environmental program. And I 
can assure you there will be maybe some stretching out 
for a minimum period of time, but we aren’t going to 
neglect the environment, period. 

Q. I'll hold you to that, Mr. President. Thank you. 


CHILDHOOD ASPIRATIONS TO BE PRESIDENT 


Q. Mr. President, when you were little, did you ever 
think that some day you would be President of the United 
States? [Laughter] 

THE Presivent. Believe me, we didn’t get together 
ahead of time, did we? 
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Let me say I suspect, like all young Americans living 
jn a great country like we live in, I might have had a wild 
dream one time that it would be great to be President. 
That’s one of the blessings we have in America. There 
might be somebody in this audience, somebody in this 
audience—it might even be you—-who some day could, 
under our system, be President of the United States. 


note: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in the gymnasium at the 
John A. Logan Community College. 


Representative Wright Patman 


White House Statement on the Death of the 
Congressman From Texas. March 7, 1976 


The President has expressed his deep regret and sadness 
upon learning of the death of his friend of many years, 
Congressman Wright Patman. 

Wright Patman’s decades of outstanding service to the 
House of Representatives and to our Nation have served 
as an inspiration to all who knew and worked with him. 

His dedication to principle and his tireless efforts on 
behalf of all our citizens will long be remembered. 

The President and Mrs. Ford extend their sincere sym- 
pathy to Mrs. Patman and family. All of our Nation 
shares their loss. 
note: Representative Patman, 82, died at the Bethesda Naval 
Medical Center in Maryland. He was the dean of the House of 
Representatives and former chairman of the House Committee on 
Banking, Currency, and Housing. 

On March 8, Press Secretary Ron Nessen announced that the 
President had designated John O. Marsh, Jr., Counsellor to the 
President, as his personal representative at funeral services for Rep- 
resentative Patman to be held in Texarkana, Tex., on March 10. 


The statement was made available by the White House Press 
Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House press release. 


National Farm Safety Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4421. March 8, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

As we celebrate our Bicentennial Year, we reflect upon 
those factors which have propelled us from a virtual wil- 
derness to our present position of world leadership. Beyond 
question, the achievements of our agricultural community 
are among the most important of these factors. 

Dedicated farmers and ranchers, in partnership with 
the scientific, technical, and business communities, have 
pushed agricultural efficiency and productivity to unpar- 
alleled heights. As a result, little more than four percent 


of our labor force is able to produce enough to make us 
the best-fed nation and to provide sustenance to count- 
less millions around the world. 

But it is not enough to honor our past. To meet the 
challenges of the future with confidence, we must be as- 
sured of an unfailing flow of agricultural products. The 
ability of agriculture to fulfill these needs depends not 
only on sophisticated technology, but also upon the re- 
moval of impediments to production. We must not relax 
our concern about the fact that accidents are a major 
drain upon the human and economic resources of our 
agricultural community. Although the death rate from ac- 
cidents in agriculture is declining, we must continue to 
press for the elimination of every preventable mishap that 
diminishes the strength and productivity of our farmers 
and ranchers. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GerAcp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week of July 25, 1976 through July 31, 1976, as National 
Farm Safety Week. I urge all who live and work on the 
Nation’s farms and ranches to make safety an integral 
part of all daily activities on the job and at play, at home 
and on the highway. I also urge those who work with and 
serve agricultural producers to make a special commit- 
ment during our two-hundredth birthday year to the 
task of helping to make rural America a truly safe place 
in which to live and work. I call upon all Americans to 
remember that we are blessed with a strong and viable 
agriculture, and that we must also keep it safe for our- 
selves and future generations. 

In Wrrness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighth day of March, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundredth. 

Geratp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 5:52 p.m., 
March 8, 1976] 


Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert E. Barnett To Be a Member of the 
Board of Directors. March 8, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Robert E. Barnett, of the District of Columbia, to be 
a mernber of the Board of Directors of the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation for a term of 6 years. He 
will succeed Frank Wille, whose term is expiring. Mr. 
Barnett has been Deputy to the Chairman of the Corpo- 
ration since December 1970. 

Born on December 4, 1935, in Lincoln, Nebr., Mr. 
Barnett received his B.A. degree from Harvard College 


Volume 12—Number 11 








370 


in 1957. He received his LL.B. from Harvard Law School 
in 1962. 

In 1962, Mr. Barnett joined the law firm of Sullivan 
& Cromwell in New York. During 1966-67, he was coun- 
sel for Bankers Life Insurance Company of Nebraska. He 
was appointed counsel to the Governor of the State of 
Nebraska in January 1967. He was executive director of 
the Nebraska Constitutional Revision Commission from 
December 1969 to December 1970. 

Mr. Barnett is married to the former Joanne Peabody, 
of Morristown, N.J., and they have three children. 


Special Assistant to the 
President for Women 


The President’s Remarks Announcing His Appointment 
of Jeanne M. Holm, With Miss Holm’s Response. 
March 8, 1976 


THE Presment. Good morning, everybody. I am de- 
lighted to announce this morning the appointment of 
Jeanne Holm as the President’s Assistant for Women in 
the White House. She is taking the place of Pat Lindh, 
who is leaving to go to the State Department. 

I am delighted to have you, Jeanne, over here to carry 
on the very important functions that relate the White 
House to women throughout the country. 

Jeanne, as all of you know, has had a wonderful career 
in the military. She was the first major general, I think, in 
the Department of Defense as a woman. She was director 
of the Air Force activities relating to women from 1968 
till 1973, as I recall, retired a year or so ago with great 
recognition. 

She received a Ladies Home Journal award for the 
Outstanding Woman in Diplomacy in Government. She 
has been very, very active in a lot of activities concerning 
the rising, emerging role of women in Government. So 
we are very, very pleased, Jeanne, to have you on board 
and to carry on the fine job that Pat Lindh has done. 

With Pat going over to the State Department and you 
coming here, we’re going to have a first class team, and I 
am delighted to have you on board. 

Major GENERAL Horm. Thank you, Mr. President. 
I certainly feel honored and pleased to be here and to be 
able to work with you. I’m very impressed with the rec- 
ord that you have made in support of the women’s issues 
and certainly with the magnificent appointments that 
you’ve made in the last several months—Carla Hills and 
Anne Armstrong—and your stand on the ERA, an argu- 
ment involving women for some time. 

I assure you I have a personal commitment and an emo- 
tional commitment to it. And it’s nice to feel that you are 
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going to be working for someone who also has that com- 
mitment, and I have a feeling you do. 

THE PRESENT. We’re delighted to have you on board, 
I think that you will find the job challenging; you'll find 
it interesting, and you can rest assured I will back you 100 
percent. 

Mayor GENERAL How. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Special Assistant to the 
President for Women 


Announcement of Appointment of Jeanne M. Holm. 
March 8, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Jeanne M. Holm, major general, USAF (retired), as 
Special Assistant to the President for Women. She will 
succeed Patricia S. Lindh, who has resigned to become 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State. 

General Holm was born in Portland, Oreg., and was a 
professional silversmith before enlisting in the Armed 
Forces during World War II. She is a graduate of Lewis 
and Clark College in Portland. 

At the time of her retirement from the Air Force in 
June last year, General Holm was the highest ranking 
woman ever to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, and had 
served as Director of the Air Force Personnel Council in 
the Office of the Secretary. During her military career, she 
served in a variety of staff and command assignments here 
and overseas. From 1965 to 1972, she held the post of 
Director, Women in the Air Force. She is a graduate of 


‘the Air Command and Staff College, has received the 


Legion of Merit, and has twice been awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Service Medal. 

In 1975, she was the recipient of the Ladies Home Jour- 
nal Woman of the Year award in government and di- 
plomacy. She has also received the Citation of Honor from 
the Air Force Association. 

General Holm is a member of the boards of advisers of 
Who’s Who in America, Catalyst, Outstanding Young 
Women of America, and has served as a member of the 
boards of Camp Fire Girls of America and Air Force His- 
torical Foundation. She is a member of the Executive 
Women in Government (founding member), Air Force 
Association, American Newspaper Women’s Club (asso- 
ciate member), National Women’s Political Caucus, 
Women’s Hall of Fame, and the U.S. Strategic Institute. 
She is currently serving as a consultant to the Defense 
Manpower Commission. 

She resides in Alexandria, Va. 
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Fiscal Year 1977 Defense Budget 


The President’s Remarks at a Meeting With Members 
of the House Budget Committee. March 8, 1976 


The press is here and we won’t start the business, but 
I wanted to ask you, Brock, and Del and the members of 
the committee to come down and talk about the defense 
budget. It is a very significant part, as you know, of this 
document in dollars as well as substance. 


I have recommended $112.7 billion—a $1.7 billion 
increase for strategic forces and $4.5 billion increase in 
general purpose forces—and $1 billion more for conven- 
tional readiness and $1 billion more in R&D. It is an 
increase, but I think it is important, and I hope we can 
sit and talk about the pros and cons. But it is something 
that involves all of us, whether we are Democrats or 
Republicans. 


noTE: The President spoke at 4:35 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Associated General Contractors 
of America 


The President’s Remarks at the Organization’s Annual 
Convention. March 9, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Jack, Secretary Usery, Mr. 
Hogan, Bishop Lyons, members and guests of the Asso- 
ciated General Contractors of America: 

At the outset, let me thank you for the very, very warm 
welcome. It is a great privilege and honor to have the op- 


portunity to address the 57th national convention of the 
AGC. 


I am particularly attracted to the theme of this conven- 
tion, “Building America in the Spirit of ’76.” It is a fitting 
theme for a Bicentennial Year. You can point with pride 
to the fact that an early forerunner of this organization 
built Carpenters Hall in Philadelphia where patriots met 
at the First Continental Congress and planted the seeds of 
the greatest Nation in the history of the world. 

Your history, your progress, your prosperity, and even 
your hard times have been closely linked with America’s 
own. And as the President of this association, Jack, as you 
have said, you prosper only if the entire economy in which 
you operate is likewise healthy. 

In the recent past we all recognize America’s economic 
health has not been very good. The construction industry 
has been especially hard-hit by the worst economic reces- 
sion America has suffered in the last 40 years. But there 
can be no doubt now that our national economy is re- 
bounding in a strong, solid, and a very encouraging way. 


Every week we are hearing more and more and more good 
economic news. 

Unemployment—surely one of the strongest and stub- 
bornest of all our economic enemies—has been reduced 
from a high of 8.9 percent nationwide just last May to the 
current rate of 7.6. 

The January unemployment figures showed the biggest 
monthly improvement in more than 16 years. Now some 
cynics or skeptics call it a fluke, I called it progress. And 
the unemployment figures for February proved me 100 
percent right. For the last 4 months we have been winning 
the battles against unemployment and we are not going to 
stop until we win the war, and the quicker the better. 

The economic statistics for February also showed that 
we have recovered 100 percent of the jobs lost by America 
during the recession. The figures actually showed that 
86.3 million Americans were gainfully employed in Feb- 
ruary, reaching the all-time high of gainfully employed in 
this great country. This is real, undeniable progress. But 
we are not satisfied and we will not be satisfied until every 
American who wants a job can find a job and we have full 
employment in all 50 States. 

Yes, we are waging a war on other economic enemies 
as well—inflation—the cruelest, most deceitful, and most 
pervasive tax of all has been cut almost half since Septem- 
ber of 1974. That is still not good enough, but we will do 
better and better in the months ahead. I will keep the pres- 
sure on until inflation is no longer a threat to our savings, 
to our paychecks, and to our economic future. 

Let me speak for a moment about the Federal budget. 
For the last 10 years Federal spending has been increasing 
at the annual rate of 10 percent. In the fiscal year budget 
for 1977, which I submitted to the Congress in January of 
this year, I cut that growth rate in Federal spending by 
50 percent. Since becoming President I vetoed 46 bills, 
including one of particular interest to you. But it is inter- 
esting to note that 39 of those vetoes were sustained by the 
Congress. That is not a bad batting average. But most 
importantly, those vetoes will save the American taxpay- 
ers $13 billion, and that’s progress by any standards. 

If we can keep that kind of pressure on and hold the 
spending down, we can do three things that really ought 
to be done, and as I see it, must be done. 

First, we can balance the Federal budget by fiscal year 
1979; second, we can cut taxes again; and, thirdly, we can 
get the Government out of competition with you and 
those associated with you in the private money market. 
And that is exactly what we plan to do. 

There is even more good economic news. The Com- 
merce Department recently announced that the index of 
leading economic indicators rose by 2.2 percent in Janu- 
ary, the largest increase in 6 months. That index showed 
improvement in 9 out of the 11 components of our 
economy. 

Just last week it was announced that new factory orders 
in January totaled $88,400 million and new orders for 
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durable goods increased by a very strong 2.2 percent over 
the previous month. Real earnings for the average Ameri- 
can have increased significantly in recent months and 
wholesale prices are actually going down. 

The index of consumer confidence is double what it 
was a year ago, and that is a real key as we move forward 
in the months ahead. 

I could say, in all honesty, the list goes on and on. How- 
ever, it is easy to get lost in a sea of statistics when we talk 
about economics. But let me assure you of one thing— 
these figures are not political fiction, they are hard eco- 
nomic fact and they are putting us on the road to a new 
prosperity in the United States of America. 

Some people, especially some politicians, may deny it 
because the prospect of prosperity in 1976 didn’t quite fit 
into their plans for this year. They may continue to deny 
it with every new announcement of economic progress 
and criticize the policies we followed to work our way out 
of this recession. 

But, as Winston Churchill once said, and I quote: “I 
do not resent criticism even when for the sake of emphasis 
it parts for a time with reality.” 

Yes, we have a lot farther to go, but there can no longer 
be any doubt that America’s economic recovery is real, it 
is strong, and we intend to make it permanent. We are 
entering our Bicentennial Year with cause for hope, more 
reasonable expectations of progress than even the optimists 
would have dared to imagine just a few short months ago. 


The forecasts of doom and gloom, each more dire and 
desperate than the last, were wrong once again. The false 
prophets among us once again underestimated the cour- 
age, the determination, and the ingenuity and the indomi- 
table spirit of the American people. I have never under- 
estimated the American people, and I don’t think you 
have or you will. I can assure each and every one of you 
that I never will. 

The American people did not panic in the face of ad- 
versity, and the American free enterprise system did not 
fail to respond to one of its greatest and most complex 
challenges. Through the commonsense steps that I initi- 
ated—tax cuts for individuals, tax incentives for business 
expansion and job production, and extended assistance 
for those Americans hardest hit by our national adver- 
sity—we are working our way out of the worst recession 
in 40 years. And we did it without resorting to wage and 
price controls, massive new spending programs by the 
Federal Government, or any of the other so-called cures 
that the patient might not have survived. 


Unfortunately, as you know better than I, the construc- 
tion industry has not shared fully in the recovery we are 
experiencing nationwide. Unemployment in your indus- 
try remains far too high and the volume of your business 
activity remains much too low. Within the constraint of 
Federal fiscal responsibility, I am doing everything prac- 
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tical and possible at the Federal level to help your indus- 
try restore its economic health. 

In the budget for fiscal year 1977—let me illustrate. I 
have proposed that the Federal Government spend more 
than $21 billion for construction of highways, hospitals, 
schools, water and sewerage treatment plants, mass transit 
facilities, libraries, dams, buildings, and other major con- 
struction projects. That is an increase of more than $3 
billion in expenditures over the budget for fiscal year 1976, 
I think you have a great opportunity to move in and move 
up in this fiscal year 1977. 

In my State of the Union Message, I proposed an ac- 
celerated depreciation allowance for new job-creating 
construction and expansion in those areas of the country 
with the highest levels of unemployment. If the Congress 
will act, we can get that program going this year and get 
your industry going along with it. 

In the 1977 budget, I have proposed a 30 percent 
increase in research and development over last year. For 
example, over 100 new nuclear plants and about 200 coal- 
fired powerplants could be built by 1985. We will also 
have to construct several synthetic fuel plants, develop 
hundreds of new coal mines, many new refineries, and 
thousands of oil wells, but they won’t be developed unless 
we remove the impediments now in their way. 

I propose numerous legislative measures designed to 
help speed up our energy development. If the Congress 
will use a little of its own energy, we have the programs 
and we have the resources to make America energy inde- 
pendent, and we must. 

This national energy effort can do so much for our 
country. It can create hundreds of thousands of jobs, 
generate extraordinary expansion and growth for our 
economy, and help make certain that America will enjoy 
its third century of independence truly independent of 
foreign domination and foreign control. 

Our energy situation today is still too fragile, our de- 
pendence still too great for us to forget the lessons of 


_recent years so quickly. 1973 we must not forget. Energy 


independence must not lose its place in the American 
people’s list of concerns. It must have a high, high rank 
in our national priorities, And in this Administration let 
me assure you that it does. 

In the field of energy and in so many other fields of 
enterprise and endeavor, we can truly build a better 
America in the Spirit of ’76—a spirit that calls for cour- 
age, compassion, the common sense and the canacity for 
hard work that Americans have demonstrated for the 
past 200 years. We can build, rebuild, and revitalize 
America’s cities, not by government action alone but 
through the imaginative and cooperative efforts of both 
the public and the private sectors. 

We can make our cities safe, enjoyable, comfortable, 
workable, and governable again. We can protect our 
environment better and, at the same time, we can make 
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sure that extreme environmental demand and endless 
environmental delays do not make progress impossible 
in America. 

We can make government a responsible, capable servant 
of the people and a powerful instrument of progress with- 
out letting the government enslave us with endless rolls of 
redtape and regulation. We can do all of this and more, 
too, because we have the will, the courage, and the 
resources and the imagination to do it. We can build 
a better America—stronger, wealthier, safer, healthier, 
happier America—an America that we can be proud to 
leave to our children and to our grandchildren. 

Let us work together to reach that goal together, and 
let’s celebrate this Bicentennial Year with hope, with 
pride, and with increasing prosperity, and with confidence 
in a promising future. 

That is the way I look at America’s prospects. So we 
can all say, as we do today, “I am proud to be an Ameri- 
can and proud of America.” 

Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. 


B’nai B’rith Women 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception for Delegates to 
the Organization’s International Bicentennial 
Convention. March 9, 1976 


Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Rockefeller, my daughter Susan, and 
all of you wonderful members of this great organization, 
Bnai B’rith—and I see a few men chiseling in: 

Really, Betty was supposed to be here along with Mrs. 
Rockefeller. Unfortunately, she is out in Arizona and 
California today and tomorrow. Let me give you some 
inside dope, sort of a family secret. She is going to Arizona 
and California to try and get my votes up to her polls. 
[Laughter] 


But I do want to welcome you all to the wonderful 
White House. You are going to have the privilege of 
hearing Happy Rockefeller and Susan. And they are very 
good speakers. And when I heard that you were all here, 
I thought I would come over and pre-empt about a min- 
ute or two of your time. 


I have had the privilege and the pleasure of working 
with your organization as well as your male counterparts 
over the years when I was in Michigan and particularly 
when I was in—we have only got 47 more States to go. 
[Laughter] 


I do want to say a word very seriously for a moment. 
The United States has long had a history of supporting 


the Government of Israel. I think all of us recognize that 
this is an issue that is not partisan. Great Democratic 
Presidents, great Republican Presidents have stood firm 
and fast in recommending programs, recommending poli- 
cies, recommending appropriations for the security and 
the survival of Israel, and this Administration is doing 
exactly the same thing. 

We recognize, of course, that Israel is a democratic 
country in an area that is controversial, complex, volatile. 
And the 3 million-plus citizens of Israel, because of their 
staunch and steadfast defense of freedom, need the help 
and assistance of 215 million Americans whether they are 
Democrats or Republicans. 

I happen to have heard on the way over here that you 
have a great theme for 1976, one that ties in with the 
Bicentennial of our country and that we should be cele- 
brating this beginning of a third century because of the 
great heritage that we have inherited from our forefathers 
who gave us what we have through their hard work, their 
wisdom, their knowledge for the last 200 years. 

There is an old saying that I used to hear in Sunday 
school—and that goes back a long time—that the beauty 
of Joseph’s coat is its many colors. The strength, as I see 
it, of America today is what our forefathers gave us 
through their hard work and all of the other wonderful 
characteristics that they exhibited during this period of 
two centuries. 

We started, as you know, with something less than 3 
million Americans when the Constitution and our govern- 
ment was actually formed, but over the years America has 
welcomed people from all over the world. We have opened 
our doors and the net result is, we have a special character, 
a special strength in this country because we are—as I 
said, the beauty of Joseph’s coat is its many colors. 

And in the future, the United States must equally wel- 
come those who come from other shores because we have 
been given an opportunity here that exists no place in the 
world except America to enjoy the blessings of freedom, 
the blessings of opportunity in politics, in economics, in 
professions, and elsewhere. We are so fortunate in this 
great country and it is our obligation and our responsi- 
bility, regardless of any political persuasion we may have, 
to stand tall and strong for America at home and America 
abroad. 

And let me just close with this final comment. I know 
that in the breasts and the minds of each and every one of 
you, as it is in all of your fellow Americans, a great sense of 
pride in this country. And I, literally, at night, when I 
go to sleep, say to myself—and I think you probably do, 
too—that I am proud to be an American and I am proud 
of America. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 
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Veterans of Foreign Wars 


The President’s Remarks at the VFW Annual 
Congressional Dinner. March 9, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Pete. My dear friend, Con- 
gressman Eddie Hébert, my former colleagues in the 
House as well as in the Senate, distinguished members of 
the VFW and guests: 

Obviously it is a very great privilege and pleasure to be 
here tonight, and I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for the very warm welcome. All I can say is it feels 
as warm and as comforting as a ray of Florida sunshine. 
[Laughter] 

As a very proud member of VFW Old Kent Post 830, 
let me say how happy I am to be here with you tonight at 
this annual banquet for Members of Congress. If I were 
to go back and count how many times I have come as a 
Member of the House, joining all of the VFW members 
from Michigan and my own hometown, I have had many, 
many enjoyable and delightful evenings. And I thank you 
for those occasions as well as this affair tonight. 

At this annual banquet let me pay tribute to and con- 
gratulate Joanne Larson and all of the other winners of 
the VFW Voice of Democracy contests. You have had 
some great winners in the past, you have got some great 
winners tonight, and I think it is a great program that the 
VFW can be proud of not only this year but for all the 
years. And I strongly hope, Pete, that the VFW will con- 
tinue this program in the future. 

Let me start out by saying that this afternoon at the 
White House I received a visit from a fellow Michigander 
named Marla Maraquin, the VFW Buddy Poppy Girl 
for 1976. As an interested observer, let me say what a 
sweet young lady. As she left, she whispered “goodby, 
Jerry.” [Laughter] Well she is a charming 12-year-old gal 
from the VFW’s national home in Eaton Rapids, and I 
know she will help all of us to have a very successful Buddy 
Poppy campaign this year. 

I suspect that many of you in this audience have visited 
the VFW home in Eaton Rapids. If you haven’t, you 
should; it is a great, great inspiration, and she will do for 
that home and for all of us and especially for the young 
people who are there—her job will make it easier for all 
of us to be very proud of that effort, that home, and the 
VFW. 

Marla, good luck and God bless you. 

I recall just about a year ago, maybe a year and a half 
ago, I had the honor of speaking to your 75th national 
convention shortly after I became President. At that time, 
I had the pleasure of announcing to the convention that I 
was supporting Dick Roudebush, my former colleague in 
the Congress and a past National Commander of the 
VFW,, to be head of the Veterans Administration. I said 
then that I was completely confident that Roudy would 
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be a first-class Administrator, and 18 months later I am 
glad to say we can all agree he has done an outstanding 
job in that great responsibility. Roudy’s fine work as an 
Administrator assures that veterans are going to get the 
most out of their new VA budget for fiscal year 1977 as 
they did in 1975 and in 1976. 

Now despite the fiscal constraints that we have to be 
realistic about, the budget that I submitted to the Con- 
gress includes a record amount of over $4 billion for VA 
medical care. The budget includes requested funds for 
more than 9,000 new VA medical personnel in the 
budgets for fiscal year 1976 and 1977. 

What it proves is precisely this. We in this government, 
the executive as well as the legislative, will provide more 
funding, more people, and even better facilities to give 
eligible veterans the highest quality and fastest possible 
care that we can provide. 

One of our very distinguished Members of the Congress 
who shares my concern for veterans is my very good 
friend, Eddie Hébert, whom all of you are rightly honor- 
ing tonight. I have respected Eddie’s enormous talents 
and tremendous capabilities ever since I entered the Con- 
gress in 1949. At that time, he had already spent almost 
a decade in the House of Representatives, and he had 
been serving the American public even longer than that 
as a gifted and courageous journalist in his home State of 
Louisiana. 

We have served in the government together, and it has 
been a great experience, Eddie, for more than a quarter 
of a century. Over that period, we have always enjoyed— 
and I mean really enjoyed—a very close personal rela- 
tionship, which I cherish. 

I have always had a very special respect for two things 
that Eddie Hébert has stood for throughout his career. He 
has always been a strong supporter of responsible fiscal 
responsibility and sensible restraints on government spend- 
ing, and he has always stood for something else—and I 
know all of us in this room tonight believe in—a strong 
and secure United States of America. And I salute you, 


Eddie, for that policy. 


Eddie and I have fought shoulder-to-shoulder for high 
defense dollars and the strongest military capability for all 
of our forces, and in retrospect, it has been right and we 
should be proud of the fact that that policy has generally 
prevailed. Our Administration’s foreign policy and our 
Government’s defense policy are actually a single national 
policy which can be summed up in three words—peace 
through strength. 

Let’s take a moment to look at what those three words 
mean. We are all in favor of peace, and for a veteran the 
word “peace” has a very special meaning. Those of us 
who have seen war cherish the comradeship that we en- 
joyed as individuals brought together under uniquely de- 
manding circumstances, and each of us in our own way 
could recite instances where those comradeships have 
meant much to us over the years. But we remember the 
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friends we lost as well as the friends we made. We will 
never forget the terrible cost of war in terms of human 
suffering, in blood and pain, and lives cut tragically short. 

Another world war, as we are all aware, would mean 
death and destruction on a scale so vast that human minds 
could hardly comprehend it. And so peace today is more 
imperative than ever. Whatever our field of endeavor— 
in private life, in business, in government—we know that 
in a nuclear age there can be no lasting accomplishments 
without a lasting peace. 

The United States, we are proud to say, is a peaceful 
nation and we are a strong nation. History has taught us 
that we can remain at peace only if we remain strong. We 
can remain free only if we remain firm. And most impor- 
tantly, we can remain proud Americans only if we stand 
ready to defend America. 

One measure of our strength as a nation is our deep 
rooted belief in freedom. For 200 years our faith in gov- 
ernment by the people, for the people has endured. We 
have had the strength to resist the strains that might have 
broken the will of others. Our strength has meant that we 
as a people are not easily intimidated. We can recognize 
and respond to real danger without crying wolf at a false 
one. Our national strength is surpassed by no other nation. 
Our fighting forces are second to none. We are a strong 
nation in physical equipment and will, and to suggest 
otherwise, in my opinion, is irresponsible and reckless. 
But we must continue to make sure that we will stay a 
strong nation. 

The defense budget I submitted as President last year, 
the first one I had the privilege of submitting to the Con- 
gress, was more than $100 billion. I think the Congress 
went too deeply in cutting it, but that is history. This year 
I have gone to the Congress with a record peacetime de- 
fense budget of more than $112 billion. It sounds like a 
lot of money, and it is, but that money is well spent. 

It is well spent it we deter aggression, maintain the 
peace, and make certain and positive that our national 
security is secure. It is the best investment that we can 
make, and I urge all of my former colleagues and the new 
ones in the Congress and all of you to stand up and sell it 
to make sure that we have the necessary wherewithal so 
that no enemy will be tempted and no ally will be insecure. 
We have to have this kind of military capability, and I 
hope and trust from the bottom of my heart that we get the 
necessary weapons, the necessary training, the necessary 
planning, the necessary will in all 215 million Americans 
so that we don’t have to worry. We just have to be strong 
in equipment as well as in will. 

I am sure that Eddie Hébert feels as I do—we always 
did. We had a few differences on the floor of the House 
on occasion but that was good exercise for both of us. But 
the main point is that Eddie Hébert and I have—he as a 
Democrat and I as a Republican—we believed in the 
traditional bipartisan spirit in favor of national security. 


And I am an optimist to believe that that same spirit pre- 
vails today in the House as well as in the Senate—that 
even in an election year the need to maintain a strong na- 
tional defense is more pressing than politics. It darn well 
better be. 

So I am confident that all of us who feel this way have a 
mission to perform. Individually and collectively, we will 
pursue a policy of peace through strength, we will make 
sure that America remains as strong—and I underline 
strong—as she is free, now and forever. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:48 p.m. at the Sheraton-Park Hotel. 


Florida Primary Election 


The President’s Remarks With a Reporter on the 
Results of the Florida Primary. March 9, 1976 


Reporter. Mr. President, what do you think of the results 
in Florida? 

THE PreswwENT. Well, naturally I was extremely 
pleased with the wonderful job all of our people did in 
Florida. They just did a tremendous job. I am delighted 
with the effort that was made, but also the deep convic- 
tion that our people had, and I am just overjoyed with 
the results. 

Q. Does this mean you are on the way? Do you think 
it is time for your opponents to get out of the race? 

THE Preswent. Oh, I would not get into that. To- 
night is not a night to talk about victory except to thank 
people for the fine job they did. 

Q. Mr. President, thank you. 

THe Present. Thank you. 

NOTE: The exchange of remarks began at 9:38 p.m. as the President 


was leaving the Sheraton-Park Hotel following his address to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 


Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board 


Statement by the President Announcing the Expansion 
of the Board. March 11, 1976 


Two weeks ago, I announced to the Nation a compre- 
hensive program to strengthen the foreign intelligence 
agencies of the United States Government. My actions 
were designed to achieve two basic objectives: 

—First to ensure that we have the best possible infor- 
mation on which to base our policies toward other 
nations; 

—And second, to ensure that our foreign intelligence 
agencies do not infringe on the rights of American 
citizens. 
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Today, as an additional part of this effort, I am 
announcing the expansion of my Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board. This Board was set up in 1956 in order 
to provide independent, nonpartisan advice on the 
effectiveness of the intelligence community in meeting 
the intelligence needs of the President. Since 1974, the 
Board has been composed of 10 members, all of whom 
are private citizens. 

I am announcing today that I am expanding the Board 
to 17 members, and I am appointing the following mem- 
bers to the Board: 


Gorpon Gray 

MEtvin Larrp 

Epwin H. Lanp 

Gen. Lyman L. LEMNITZER 
Cvare BootHe Luce 
Rosert MurpHy 

Epwarp TELLER 

Epwarp BENNETT WILLIAMS 


STEPHEN AILES 

Leste C. ARENDS 

Ap. Georce W. ANDERSON 
Wiii1am O. BAKER 
WituiaM J. Casey 

Leo CHERNE 

Joun B. ConnaLLy 

Joun S. Foster, Jr. 
Rosert W. GALvIN 


I am announcing my decision to have Leo Cherne serve 
as the new Chairman of the Board. 

The intelligence needs of the ’70’s and beyond require 
the use of highly sophisticated technology. Furthermore, 
there are new areas of concern which demand our atten- 
tion. No longer does this country face only military threats. 
New threats are presented in such areas as economic 
reprisal and international terrorism. The combined expe- 
rience and expertise of the members of this Board will 
be an invaluable resource as we seek solutions to the 
foreign intelligence problems of today and the future. 

In developing the Nation’s offensive and defensive 
strategy to conduct foreign policy and provide for the 
national security, we must be able to deal with problems 
covering the broadest spectrum of activities. 

By strengthening the Board as I have done today, and 
by giving the Board my full personal support, I fully antici- 
pate that the Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board will 
continue its indispensable role in advising me on the 
effectiveness of our foreign intelligence efforts. 


Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board 


Announcement of Appointment of 17 Members of the 
Board and Designation of Chairman. March 11, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 17 
persons as members of the President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board. They are: 


STEPHEN AILEs, of Maryland, president and chief executive officer, 
Association of American Railroads, Washington, D.C. 


Ap. Georce W. AnpEerson, USN (Ret.), Washington, D.C. This 
is a reappointment. 


Lestize C. ARENDS, of Melvin, IIl., retired Member of Congress. 
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Wituiam O. Baker, of Morristown, N.J., president, Bell Telephone 
Laboratories, Inc., Murray Hill, N.J. This is a reappointment, 

Wi.u1aM J. Casey, of Washington, D.C., counsel to the law firm of 
Rogers and Wells, Washington, D.C. 

Leo CuHERNE, of New York, N.Y., executive director, Research In- 
stitute of America, Inc., New York, N.Y. 

Joun B. Connatty, of Houston, Tex., partner, law firm of Vinson, 
Elkins, Searls, Connally and Smith, Houston, Tex. 

Joun C. Foster, Jr., of Palos Verdes Estates, Calif., vice president, 
TRW, Inc. and general manager, Energy Systems Group, Palos 
Verdes Estates, Calif. This is a reappointment. 

Rosert W. Gatvin, of Barrington, IIl., chairman of the board and 
chief executive officer, Motorola, Inc., Chicago, Ill. This is a 
reappointment. 

Gorpon Gray, of the District of Columbia, broadcast executive and 
former government official, Washington, D.C. 

Me vin R. Lairp, of Maryland, senior counsellor, National and 
International Affairs, Reader’s Digest Association, Inc., Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Epwin H. Lanp, of Cambridge, Mass., chairman of the board, Pola- 
roid Corp., Cambridge, Mass. This is a reappointment. 

Gen. Lyman L. Lemnitzer, USA (Ret.), of Washington, D.C. 

Crare Bootue Luce, of Honolulu, Hawaii, novelist; playwright; 
writer; and lecturer, Honolulu, Hawaii. This is a reappoint- 
ment. 

Rosert D. Murpny, of the District of Columbia, honorary chair- 
man, Corning International Corp., New York, N.Y. 

Epwarp TELLER, of Berkeley, Calif., director at large, Lawrence 
Livermore Laboratory, University of California, Livermore, 
Calif. This is a reappointment. 

Epwarp BENNETT WILLIAMS, of Potomac, Md., senior partner, Wil- 
liams, Connolly and Califano, Washington, D.C. 


The President today also announced his designation 
of Leo Cherne as Chairman of the Board. 

The Board advises the President concerning the various 
activities making up the overall national intelligence effort. 
It also conducts a continuing review and assessment of 
foreign intelligence and related activities in which the 
Central Intelligence Agency and other Government 
departments and agencies are engaged. The Board reports 
to the President on its findings and makes appropriate 
recommendations. 


Agricultural Policy Committee 


The President’s Memorandum on the Establishment of 
the Committee and the Designation of Its Members. 
March 11, 1976 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
Secretary of State 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Secretary of Commerce 
Special Representative for Trade Negotiations 
Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Affairs 
Assistant to the President for Economic Affairs 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
Special Assistant to the President for Consumer Affairs 


Volume 12—Number 11 





Su 


Qt 


sel 


m 
fo 


cu 


> 2S 


ni 


SU 


~s <= GH 


4] SD at oF 


TI 





it. 
of 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 377 


Acting Executive Director of the Council on Interna- 
tional Economic Policy 
SusjecT: Establishment of Agricultural Policy Com- 
mittee 

This memorandum is to advise you of a recent agri- 
cultural policy making reorganization within my 
Administration. 

I am creating a new Agricultural Policy Committee. 
Each of you is being designated as a member of this 
Committee, with Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz 
serving as Chairman. 

This new Committee consolidates agricultural policy 
making into one group, which will advise me on the 
formulation, coordination and implementation of all food 
and agricultural policy. The scope of the Committee 
includes both domestic and international food and agri- 
cultural issues. 

As you know, I am deeply interested in the many food 
and agricultural policy issues which face our Nation and 
the world. 

I view this new Committee as the appropriate mecha- 
nism for dealing with these issues. It is my hope that your 
active participation in this Committee and the full sup- 
port of your departments and agencies will lead to the 
success of this important new Committee in resolving the 
many significant issues of food and agricultural policy. 


GERALD R. Forp 


Reclamation Authorization 
Act of 1975 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 151 Into Law, 
While Expressing Reservations About Certain of Its 
Provisions. March 11,1976 


I have today approved S. 151, the “Reclamation 
Authorization Act of 1975.” 

§. 151 authorizes four separate projects to be under- 
taken by the Bureau of Reclamation: Polecat Bench, 
Wyoming; Dickinson Dam, North Dakota; McKay Dam 
and Reservoir, Oregon; and Pollock-Herreid unit, South 
Dakota. 

The bill reauthorizes the Polecat Bench project to 
provide water for irrigation of 19,200 acres of land, a 
municipal and industrial water supply, and water for 
conservation and recreation purposes. 

The Pollock-Herreid project, South Dakota, is based 
on a plan to divert water by pumping from the existing 


Lake Oahe on the Missouri River. The principal purposes 
of the project are to supply on-farm sprinkler irrigation 
for 15,000 acres of land and to supply municipal and 
industrial water to two communities. 

The Dickinson Dam project, North Dakota, consists 
of certain modifications to be made to the Dickinson Dam 
to make additional municipal and industrial water avail- 
able to the city of Dickinson, North Dakota, and to 
increase the existing spillway capacity to provide addi- 
tional safety allowances in light of increased estimates of 
possible maximum flows. 

The McKay Dam project, Oregon, is similar to the 
Dickinson Dam project in that it provides for increasing 
the capacity of the spillway of the dam for safety purposes. 
S. 151 also reauthorizes the project for additional pur- 
poses, including flood control, fish and wildlife, and 
recreation, as well as the existing irrigation function. 

Although I have signed S. 151, it should be noted that 
I have several reservations about the bill and my imple- 
mentation of its provisions will be subject to the following 
constraints : 

First, the Polecat Bench project previously failed the 
test of cost-effectiveness, a test which is applied to other 
water resource projects generally. This project needs to 
be re-examined in light of new economic factors to see if 
it is economically justified. Similarly, the executive branch 
has not completed its study of the Pollock-Herreid unit 
and submitted a report on its feasibility to the Congress. 
Until such reports are prepared, there is no adequate basis 
for appraising the merits of these projects. Accordingly, 
I will not seek funds for either project until a cost- 
effectiveness study has been completed and the project 
is demonstrated to be economically justified. 

Second, the bill requires work on the latter two proj- 
ects—McKay Dam and Dickinson Dam—solely at Fed- 
eral expense. Safety is normally an integral design and 
operation feature of a federally constructed dam, to be 
paid for by project beneficiaries. 

I do not endorse any policy which requires the Federal 
Government to pay the entire cost of work to improve 
dam safety in all situations involving modifications to 
federally built dams. The general question of Federal 
policy on the safety of dams will be considered when a 
congressionally directed report on that subject now under- 
way by the Department of the Army is completed, and 
when new cost-sharing recommendations for water 
projects are made later this year. 

Therefore, I will not seek any funds for these two 
projects until the study has been completed and the exec- 
utive branch has made its recommendations on cost- 
sharing for water projects. 


Note: As enacted, the Reclamation Authorization Act of 1975 
(S. 151) is Public Law 94-228, approved March 11, 1976. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

March 6 

During his trip to Illinois, the President visited the 
farm of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Grace. After touring the 
farm, which is located near Leverett, IIl., the President 
joined the Graces and their neighbors for a buffet 
luncheon. 

The President informally greeted a group of President 
Ford Committee workers at committee headquarters in 
Champaign, IIl. 

At the Williamson County Airport in Marion, IIl., the 
President met with southern Illinois county officials of 
the President Ford Committee. He returned to the White 
House late in the evening. 


March 7 
The President attended a special Bicentennial service 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Georgetown. 


March 8 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Michael P. Carnes, of Bedford, Tex., to be United States 
Attorney for the Northern District of Texas for a term 
of 4 years. 
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March 9 
The President announced the appointment of three 
persons as United States Commissioners on the Inter- 
national Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas. They are Carmen J. Blondin, of Oxon Hill, Md.; 
Frank Eberle Carlton, of Savannah, Ga.; and Charles R. 
Carry, of Redondo Beach, Calif. 
The President announced the appointment of three 
persons as United States Commissioners on the Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission. They are Glen H. 
Copeland, of Long Beach, Calif.; Jack Gorby, of Los 
Angeles, Calif.; and Wilven G. Van Campen, of La Jolla, 
Calif. 
The President has accepted the following resignations: 
Rex K. BuMGARDNER as United States Marshal for the Northern 
District of West Virginia ; 

para reer as a member of the Defense Manpower Commission; 
an 

James A. WALSH as United States District Judge for the District 
of Arizona. 

March 10 

The President met at the White House with members 
of the Senate Budget Committee to discuss the fiscal year 
1977 defense budget. 

The President met with I. W. Abel, president of the 
United Steel Workers of America, and Richard Simmons, 
president of Allegheny Ludlum Steel Co., to discuss 
importation policy concerning specialty steel products. 
March 11 

The President met at the White House with Members 
of Congress to discuss importation policy concerning 
specialty steel products. 

The President met with the new leadership of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 





a 





Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Thursday afternoon, 
March 11, for a trip to Illinois and North Carolina. 
Releases issued on the trip will be printed next week. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released March 5, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at the unveiling of 
the cornerstone at the Lincoln Home 
National Visitors’ Center in Springfield, Il. 

Advance text: remarks at a farm forum at 
the Forum 30 Fptel in Springfield, Ill. 

Fact sheet: on tnefestablsnment of the Agri- 
cultural Policy “ommittee 


Released March 9, 1976 

Advance text: remarks at the 57th annual 
convention of the Associated General Con- 
tractors of America 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 

The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted March 9, 1976 

RosBeERrT E. BARNETT, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation for a term of 6 years, vice 
Frank Wille, term expiring. 

MICHAEL P. CaRNES, of Texas, to be United 
States Attorney for the Northern District 
of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice Frank 
D. McCown, resigned. 
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379 
ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 
Approved March 9, 1976 
a Public Law 94-226 


Joint resolution making supplemental ap- 
propriations for the Legislative Branch for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1976, and 
for other purposes. 


Approved March 11, 1976 


RES AEE oes Public Law 94-228 
Reclamation Authorization Act of 1975. 
PI , Public Law 94-227 


Joint resolution authorizing the President 
to invite the States of the Union and for- 
eign nations to participate in the Interna- 
tional Petroleum Exposition to be held at 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, from May 16, 1976, 
through May 22, 1976. 
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Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency, United States, Assistant 


NUS sebeccdiciicesenetonwas 179, 187 
Citizens’ Advisory Council on the 

Status of Women, members-_--.-_--- 76 
Civil Aeronautics Board 

SEIN, Saiciotn sds te mninicinintiseres dibtie ac tninbeiven 17 

ng REET POA 119, 131 
Civil Service Commission, U.S., mem- 
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